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PHOTO — OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE 
President Viktor Yushchenko presents the Hero of Ukraine award to Stepan 
Bandera’s grandson Stephen Bandera. 


Yushchenko 
erants Hero status 
to Bandera 


Olympic Team arrives in Vancouver 


Feb. 4 members of the Ukrainian Olympic Team arrived at Vancouver's International Airport. On hand to geet 

them were,members of the Ukrainian Community of the Lower Mainland, including Bishop Ken Nowakowski, 

Eparch of New Westminster. Bishop Ken extended geetings on behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 

Orthodox community in British Columbia and gave the Ukrainian National Olympic Team his blessing. The 
Ukraine House is located on the premises of St. Mary's Ukrainian Catholic Church in Vancouver and will be in 

full operation as of Feb. 11. During the Olympics thee will be an opportunity for the Olympians as well as 

guests in Vancouver to visit St. Mary's and attend a full schedule of Liturgical Services. 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews) — Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko has de- 
clared World War II-era nationalist 
leader Stepan Bandera a Hero of 
Ukraine, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Ser- 
vice reported Jan. 22. 

Yushchenko, who made the an- 
nouncement at Kyiv ceremonies 
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marking Ukrainian Unity Day, said 
he awarded Bandera for defending 
national ideas and fighting for an 
independent Ukraine. 

Bandera led Ukrainian National- 
ist Forces against both German 
troops and Soviet forces in World 
War Il апа even headed an armed 
battle against Soviet rule in Ukraine 
into the 1950s. 

Bandera’s Canadian grandson, 
also named Stepan (Stephen in En- 
glish), received the award for his 
grandfather. 

“The timing Yushchenko chose for 
bestowing the award was very wise 
in my opinion,” he told Ukrainian 
News in an e-mail from Ukraine 
where he was serving as one of the 
election observers organized by the 
Canada Ukraine Foundation and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
“First, he did outside of the election 
campaign. Had he done it a month 
or half year earlier, people would 
accuse him of going after votes. He 
gave the award as the president — 
not a politician running for office. 
Secondly, he did it near the end of 
his term in office. Had he done it 
earlier, Ukraine would be paying at 
least triple the price for natural gas 
from Russia that it is now.” 

Yushchenko placed fifth in the 
first round of the presidential elec- 
tions in Ukraine on January 17. 

Bandera remains a controversial 
figure in Ukraine, where he is lauded 
as a hero in the western part of the 
country but considered a traitor by 
many in the eastern part, which is 
largely pro-Russian. 

Presidential candidate Viktor 
Yanukovych’s opposition Party of 
Regions said in a statement Jan. 22 
that granting Bandera “hero status” 
is a step that divides Ukraine. 
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Президент визнав ОУН-УПА 
борцями за незалежність України 


\ 
Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Через тиждень після присво- 
єння Степанові Бандері звання Ге- 
роя України, Президент Віктор 
Ющенко 29 січня визнав членів 
ОУН та бійців УПА учасниками 
боротьби за незалежність Укра- 
їни. Про це йдеться в підписаному 
тлавою держави указі «Про вша- 
нування учасників боротьби за 
незалежність України у ХХ сто- 
літті». Провідні політичні сили 
сприйняли цей указ доволі кри- 
тично. Одні бачать в ньому спробу 
розколоти суспільство, інші - 
намагання нашкодити політичним 
конкурентам. 

Указ «Про вшанування учасни-- 
ків боротьби за незалежність 
України у ХХ столітті» був 
підписаний ще 28 січня, але 
Ющенко повідомив про це 29 січня 
на урочистій церемонії з нагоди 
бою під Крутами. Згідно з указом, 
учасниками боротьби за неза- 
лежність України у ХХ столітті 
визнаються особи, які брали 
участь у політичній, партизансь-- 
кій, підпільній, збройній боротьбі за 
незалежність України. Зокрема, 
йдеться і про членів Організації 
українських націоналістів та бійців 
Української повстанської армії. 

Також Президент доручив Кабі- 
нету Міністрів розробити та пода-- 
ти до Верховної Ради законопро-- 
ект, який би визначив статус 
учасників визвольної боротьби. 

Депутат-нашоукраїнець Андрій 
Парубій відзначає, що Президент 
пішов на підписання такого указу 
лише після того, як Верховна Рада 
відмовилася розглянути поданий у 
2007 році главою держави відпо-- 


відний законопроект. 

«Статус борцям за незалеж- 
ність може дати тільки парламент 
з подання уряду, - каже депутат- 
нашоукраїнець. - Хоч би тому, що 
це передбачає певні соціальні ви- 
плати, які мають бути зазначені в 
бюджеті, І, фактично, впродовж 
оцих двох років були намагання 
Президента і команди Президента 
хоча би поставити його на розгляд». 

Депутат-бютівець Андрій Шкіль 
ще в минулому році подавав ана- 
логічний законопроект — про виз- 
нання за членами ОУН та бійцями 
УПА статусу учасників бойових 
дій. За словами депутата, він послі- 
довно виступає з такою ініціативою 
з 2003 року. Проте зараз Шкіль 
вважає указ Президента несвоєчас-- 
ним i, фактично, спрямованим 
проти Юлії Тимошенко. 


Під час відзначень 67-ї річниці заснування Української повстанської 
армії. Київ, 14 жовтня 2009 року 


«Він таким чином грюкає две- 
рима і намагається цими дверима 
прищемити пальці Тимошенко. 
Іншим чином я не можу це 
пояснити... Цей указ настільки 
давно очікуваний, що його можна 
було видати п'ять років тому», - 
каже він. 

Раніше інший депутат-бютівець 
Володимир Яворівський так само 
критично відреагував на прези- 
дентський указ про присвоєння 
звання героя Степанові Бандері. 
Мовляв, піднявши цю дражливу 
тем перед другим туром прези- 
дентських виборів, Віктор Ющен-- 
ко підігрує Віктору Януковичу та 
шкодить Юлії Тимошенко. 

Політолог Юрій Якименко 
схильний вважати, що Президент 
за допомогою подібних указів 
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Голова НОК Сергій Бубка та голова Комісії спорту СКУ Михайло 
Гамалій. 


Зустріч представництва 
СКУ та НОК України 


(СКУ)--21 ого січня 2010 р. під час розширеного засідання 
Виконкому Національного олімпійського комітету президент HOK 
Сергій Бубка та голова Комісії спорту Світового Конгресу Українців 
Михайло Гамалій підписали меморандум про співпрацю, згідно з яким 
українська діаспора надаватиме підтримку вітчизняним олімпійцям. 
«Приємно, що у нас є повне порозуміння і підтримка з боку нашої 
численної діаспори, відзначив Сергій Бубка. 

У співпраці з діаспорою у Ванкувері, зокрема, буде забезпечено 
функціонування Українського дому, де відбуватимуться прес- 
конференції, урочисті прийоми та зустрічі. Водночас, українська 
національна спільнота в Канаді сприятиме нашій делегації у вирішенні 
питань щодо роботи додаткових волонтерів, водіїв, інших 
організаційних аспектів 
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ели свої зміни в 


закон про вибори Президента 


Дмитро Шурхал, Радіо Свобода 

За три дні до другого туру виборів Верховна Рада 
внесла зміни до закону про вибори Президента. Поп- 
ри спроби прихильників Юлії Тимошенко зірвати 
розгляд, Партія регіонів та їхні союзники таки спро- 
моглися розглянути та ухвалити необхідні зміни, які 
стосуються організації роботи виборчих комісій. 

Позачергове засідання Верховної Ради 3 лютого 
почалося з бійки біля парламентської трибуни. Де-- 
путати-регіонали оточили парламентську трибуну 
з метою не допустити її блокування фракцією БЮТ. 
Натомість бютівці спробували взяти ситуацію біля 
трибуни під свій контроль. Відтак між депутатами 
сталася сутичка. 

Згодом заступник голови фракції БЮТ Андрій 
Кожем'якін зазначив, що друге читання змін до 
закону «Про вибори Президента України (щодо ор- 
ганізації роботи виборчих комісій)» є нелегітимним. 

«Не було проголосовано питання щодо скороченої 
процедури цього закону, зазначив він. Тому сьо- 
годні позачергове засідання не має права розглядати 
цей законопроект, в який не внесені згідно закону 
всі поправки та пропозиції. Це порушення регла- 
менту, це порушення Конституції». 

Натомість регіонали та комуністи наполягали на 
розгляді змін до закону. Бютівці та їхні союзники з 
НУНС внесли понад 200 правок до проекту закону, 
за які, втім, самі не голосували. Натомість депутати 
Сергій Підгорний та Юрій Кармазін перед розглядом 
майже кожної правки зазначали, що засідання - 
нелегітимне, а законопроект - сумнівний. «Сьогодні 
цей самочинний, самозваний документ розглядають 
у такий спосіб, у якій ще ніколи депутатів у цій залі 
не гвалтували», - зауважив Кармазін. 

У свою чергу спікер Володимир Литвин звинува- 
чував прихильників Тимошенко у деструктивній 
діяльності. «Ці звинувачення - про незаконний спо-- 


сіб - давайте припинимо! - закликав він. - У неза- 
конний спосіб загнали країну у глухий кут - а тепер 
про закон згадали». Проте нарікав головуючий 
також і на тиск з боку регіоналів. 

Після тривалого розгляду за зміни до закону про- 
голосували 233 депутати. Цього разу запропонова- 
ний Партією регіонів проект не підтримала фракція 
Блоку Литвина. Натомість «за» проголосували 
прихильники Президента Віктора Ющенка з НУНС. 

Ухвалені зміни до закону стосуються організації 
роботи виборчих комісій. Зокрема, скасовано норму 
про те, що виборча комісія ухвалює рішення двома 
третинами голосів. 

За словами ініціаторів ухвалення закону, такі 
зміни не дозволять зірвати вибори. Парламентарі з 
фракції БЮТ - протилежної думки. Зокрема, вони 
зазначають, що саме такі зміни і несуть загрозу 
проведенню виборів. Бо частина комісії визнає пере- 
могу одного кандидата, а частина - іншого. 

Депутат-нашоукраїнець Андрій Парубій зазначив, 
що, всупереч твердженням бютівців, ухвалення змін 
до закону не призведе до зриву виборів. «Те, що зміни 
до закону вносяться за кілька днів до другого туру, 
є абсурдним 1 свідчить про цинізм тих політичних 
сил, які приймали цей закон. Ми впродовж півроку 
закликали внести зміни - а БЮТ і «регіони» бло- 
кували цей процес. Але хай навіть сьогодні, 13 запіз- 
ненням, але вдосконалення закону є, в цілому, 
"важливою річчю». 

На думку Андрія Парубія, аргументи бютівців не 
витримують критики. «Є один голова комісії, один 
секретар, у них - одна печатка, Тому, я думаю, що 
не буде у нас двох рішень однієї комісії», - зазначає 
депутат-нашоукраїнець. 

Нова редакція закону має набути чинності після 
підписання Президентом та оприлюднення в 
офіційних мас-медіа. 


Тимошенко: заклик 
проти всіх - це 


(Радіо Свобода)- -«Тасло Віктора Анрійовича: ro— 
лосуйте проти всіх або не ходіть на вибори, бо два 
кандидати однакові - це найбрутальніша, найци- 
нічніша технологія, яка, по суті, є зрадою України», 
- сказала Тимошенко. 

Кандидат у на посаду Президента, Прем'єр- 
міністр Юлія Тимошенко розцінює заяву Президента 
України Віктора Ющенка із закликом до виборців 
голосувати у другому турі проти всіх - як зраду 
України. 

Про це Тимошенко заявила 23 січня у Бучі Київ- 
ської області. 

«Гасло Віктора Андрійовича: голосуйте проти всіх 
або не ходіть на вибори, бо два кандидати однакові, 
- це найбрутальніша, найцинічніша технологія, яка, 
по суті, є зрадою України», - сказала Тимошенко. 

Вона зауважила, що не очікувала від Ющенка 
такої поведінки, оскільки у 2004 році підтримала 
його на президентських виборах, відмовившись від 
своїх амбіцій на користь проведення змін в Україні. 

«Ніколи не можна було очікувати, коли я з ним 
поряд стояла у 2004 році і коли він говорив, що 
Янукович - це бандит, який мусить сидіти в тюрмі, 
то тепер він вважає, що ми однакові. Так чому ж 
тоді Янукович біля нього там не стояв і чому з ним 
не виборював право України будувати своє життя?» 
- риторично запитала вона. 

Тимошенко нагадала, що не вносила кандидатуру 
лідера Партії регіонів Віктора Януковича на посаду 
Прем'єр-міністра i не підписувала зним меморан- 
думів та універсалів. «Це робили інші люди, тому 
вони однакові», - вважає кандидат на посаду 
Президента. 

«У мене до вас велике прохання: не сприймайте 
технологію голосування проти всіх або непохід на 
вибори, які Президент країни буде зараз проголо- 
шувати по всіх каналах телебачення. Він поїде зараз 
по країні - він відпрацьовує на Януковича», - 
наголосила Тимошенко. 

Голова Центрального виконкому «Нашої України» 
Роман Безсмертний спростував заяву кандидата на 
посаду президента України, Прем'є-міністра Юлії 
Тимошенко про те, що Президент Віктор Ющенко 
закликає людей не голосувати за жодного кандидата 
у другому турі і залишитися вдома. 

Про це він заявив в ефірі «9-го каналу». 

Безсмертний назвав таку заяву Тимошенко 
«пересмикуванням». 

За його словами, «по-перше, Президент наголосив 
натому, що необхідно прийти на дільниці, а по-друге, 
проголосувати за одного з кандидатів або в інший 


Ющенка голосувати 
«зрада України» 


спосіб висловити своє волевиявлення». 

«Вибори - це не тільки право, а й обов'язок та 
відповідальність кожного громадянина за зроблений 
вибір», - зауважив Безсмертний. 

Також він повідомив, що таку ж позицію щодо 
другого туру президентських виборів висловила 1 
партія «Наша Україна». 

«Ви можете ознайомитися i3 заявою партії сто- 
совно другого туру виборів», - сказав він. 

Безсмертний також наголосив, що слова глави 
держави «вибори без вибору» стосувалися оцінки 
кандидатів, які вийшли до другого туру. 

Ющенко у другому турі президентських виборів 
проголосує проти обох кандидатів 

Чинний Президент України Віктор Ющенко у дру-- 
гому турі президентських виборів проголосує проти 
обох кандидатів - Віктора Януковича і Юлії Тимо-- 
шенко. 

Про це Ющенко заявив на ток-шоу «Велика полі-- 
тика» на телеканалі «Інтер». 

«Моя галочка буде стояти у третій колонці», — 
сказав Ющенко. 

Коментуючи результати першого туру виборів, 
він зазначив, що програла «не та система цінностей, 
з якою я виходив п'ять років тому в якості 
Президента», а виграв популізм, численні обіцянки 
кандидатів, які зрештою вийшли до другого туру. 

«Виграла не стратегічна політика, а політика на 
короткий сезон», - резюмував Президент. 


Президент визнав ОУН-УПА 


Прод із ст. 1 

намагається досягти одразу кількох цілей, а 
насамперед - створює підгрунтя для єднання 
національно-демократичних сил з метою очолити 
цю політичну силу. Серед експертів є поширеною 
думка, що за допомогою подібних указів Віктор 
Ющенко веде боротьбу з конкурентами за голоси 
національно-патріотичного електорату. 

Речниця Партії регіонів Ганна Герман назвала цей 
указ Президента несвоєчасним. За її словами, «коли 
Президентом стане Янукович, то він видаватиме лише 
ті укази, які не будуть роздирати суспільство». 

Опитані депутати та політичні експерти збігаються 
в думці, що чинна Верховна Рада навряд чи ухвалить 
законопроект про статус учасників національно- 
визвольної боротьби, який би передбачав визнання 
ОУН та УПА. Натомість більш вірогідно, що наступ-- 
ний Президент може або скасувати відповідні укази 
Ющенка, або просто «забути» про їх виконання. 
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Ontario ministry consults 
on Holodomor education 


By Alex Chumak 

In implementing the recommendations of May 2009, 
the Toronto District School Board has completed a de- 
tailed teaching unit on the Holodomor in Ukraine of 
1932-1933. This unit is available to Toronto schools to 
give teachers sufficient background information about 
one of the darkest periods in Ukrainian history. 

The Holodomor, or death by starvation, meets the 
criteria of genocide as defined by the United Nations. 
It is estimated that up to 10 million men, women and 
children perished in what is known as “the hidden geno- 
cide.” It was a tragic example of how food can be used 
as a weapon to systematically exterminate a popula- 
tion. 

The Holodomor Education Team (HET), under the 
auspices of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee 
(Toronto Branch) was instrumental in having the TDSB 
incorporate the Holodomor in its curriculum. With the 
help of the community, the HET successfully lobbied 
the Board and consequently the teaching unit is now 
available. 

In addition, the Board directed that the fourth Friday 
in November be designated as the Holodomor Remem- 
brance Day in Toronto Schools. 

It would appear that the HET has achieved its goal. 
However, as the expression goes, only the surface has 

_ been scratched. 

With this in mind, the HET approached the Ministry 
of Education, Curriculum Branch, with a view of bring- 
ing the Holodomor curriculum to every School Board 
in Ontario. With the TDSB as a precedent, the HET 
members were both confident and optimistic that the 
process would be fairly smooth. 

Accordingly, a meeting was held at the Ministry of- 
fice in the fall of 2009. The delegation consisted of 
Andrew Melnyk, retired principal; Valentina Kuryliw, 
former head of history; Alex Chumak, former school 
trustee. Also present was Markian Melnyk, head of his- 
tory and recipient of Governor General’s and Prime 
Minister’s Award for Excellence in Education. 

The Ministry officials indicated that the request was 

_ timely since the Curriculum Branch is currently review- 
ing new proposals with a deadline of March 2010. Once 


received, it will be evaluated and assessed by both ex- 
perts and subject associations such as Heads of Depart- 
ments and specialized teachers. If more research is re- 
quired, the Ministry will contact outside sources. 

Karen Gill, managers of the Curriculum and Assess- 
ment Policy Branch, who chaired the meeting, stated 
“that in order to incorporate new material into the 
Ontario curriculum, an established process must be fol- 
lowed.” She encouraged the HET to provide further in- 
formation as required. 

Once the information is collected, a period of con- 
sultation for feedback will follow giving the educators 
and community groups an opportunity to comment on 
the new curriculum proposals. 

Providing that the new proposals meet Ontario stan- 
dards, a period of 2-3 years will be necessary to make 
appropriate changes or revisions before the subject mat- 
ter is placed in to the curriculum. 

The meeting with Ministry officials was both worth- 
while and encouraging. The HET will be providing fur- 
ther information to the Curriculum departments and will 
monitor the developments. A positive relationship was 
established with the Ministry staff that should make 
the task, to incorporate the Holodomor into the provin- 
cial curriculum, easier. 

“We must follow the guidelines to ensure that every- 
thing is done properly and in a timely manner,” com- 
mented Melnyk. It is also imperative to keep the dead- 
lines in mind to ascertain the Ministry will incorporate 
the Holodomor into its teaching program. 

There no doubt will be opposition to HET’s proposal. 
Kuryliw summarized the task “we have started on a 
journey and under any circumstances we can’t let our 
guard down.” 

As co-chair of the HET, Eugene Yakovich, in an in- 
terview stated, that the meeting with the Ministry “is a 
first significant and valuable step in incorporating the 
teaching of the Holodomor in the schools of the ргоу- 
ince.” 

HET has its work set out. In addition to working with 
Ministry officials, lobbying will continue with govern- 
ment representatives to assure the incorporation of the 
Holodomor into the provincial curriculum. 


UCC welcomes recognition 


of freedom fighters 


(UCC National)— Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians welcome the long-overdue 
recognition of Ukraine’s freedom 
fighters as “Heroes of Ukraine”. The 
anniversary of the battle of Kruty 
(January 29, 1918) will remain his- 
torically memorable for the fact that 
outgoing President Viktor 
Yushchenko chose this date to rec- 
ognize the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA), the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN) and a list of other 
military formations as “Heroes of 
Ukraine”. This follows the Jan. 22 
specific recognition of Stepan 
Bandera, the leader of the OUN who 
was assassinated in Munich by the 
KGB in 1959, as a “Hero of Ukraine” 
which was presented to his Ukrainian 
Canadian grandson Stephen Bandera. 

“We commend President Victor 
Yushchenko for recognizing those 
who struggled and perished for 
Ukraine’s independence,” stated 


Paul Grod, National President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
“President Yushchenko has made in- 
credible progress in elevating the 
national consciousness of Ukraini- 
ans. It is critical now that Ukraine’s 
Cabinet of Ministers and the Parlia- 
ment of Ukraine bring forth the ap- 
propriate legislation, regulations and 
educational programs to implement 
this decree.” 

With few veterans still alive the 
practical aspects of this gesture re- 
main largely symbolic but would 
still allow the OUN-UPA veterans 
to receive a military pension com- 
parable to Soviet war veterans. 
Aside from the social and education 
benefits that might pass to their chil- 
dren and grandchildren, the decree 
is also valuable for the moral if not 
“official rehabilitation” afforded to 
tens of thousands of such descen- 
dants whose lives were blighted by 


Yushchenko honours Bandera 
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Bandera’s grandson said he dis- 
agrees with that assessment. He told 
RFE/RL that he recently suggested 
to the Party of Regions that he be 
allowed to conduct an information 
campaign about Bandera, but his 
offer was rejected. 

Bandera told RFE/RL that there 
are still some political leaders in 
Ukraine who use Soviet myths and 
false information in talking about his 
grandfather, 


Official Soviet sources claimed 
that members of Bandera’s move- 
ment had engaged in killing civil- 
ians in western Ukraine and helped 
to form Nazi SS divisions during 
World War II. 

Bandera, who was born in west- 
ern Ukraine in 1909, was arrested 
by the Nazis in 1941 and spent а few 
years in the Sachsenhausen concen- 
tration camp. He was assassinated 
by a KGB agent in Munich in 1959. 
Stepan Bandera 


the scourge of soviet officialdom in 
the post war period of the 20th cen- 
tury. 

The UCC calls upon the Govern- 
ment of Canada to make changes to 
Canada’s War Veterans Allowance 
Act by expanding eligibility to in- 
clude designated resistance groups 
such as OUN-UPA and to limit eli- 
gibility of Soviet War Veterans to 
those who served after 1941 when 
the Soviet Union switched from be- 
ing allies of Nazi-Germany to be- 
come allies of Canada. 
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Bill Yurko (left) receives the 2002 Michael Luchkowich Award from then- 
Acting UCC - APC President Stan Kobylko. 


Former minister and 
MP Yurko passes away 


(UkrNews)—Former provincial 
cabinet minister and federal mem- 
ber of parliament Bill Yurko passed 
away in Edmonton, Feb. 2. 

Yurko, who is of Ukrainian and 
Romanian descent, was Alberta’s 
first environment minister and the 
recipient of the 2002 Michael 
Luchkowich Award, presented by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
— Alberta Provincial Council for 
outstanding public service by a par- 
liamentarian of Ukrainian origin. 

“Yurko made an outstanding con- 
tribution to public life,” said former 
premier Peter Lougheed, who wel- 
comed Yurko to his fledgling Con- 
servative Party in 1969. 

“He was in many ways ahead of 
his time with his concern about the 
environment when we were in op- 
position. 

“That led us to creating the first 
environment ministry when we be- 
came government in 1971. As we 
are an energy province, that put us 
in the forefront of public policy,” he 
told The Edmonton Journal. 

“Bill Yurko was a very classy 
gentleman with the community at 
mind always and he will be sorely 
missed,” Alberta Health Minister 
Gene Zwozdesky said. 

Yurko was born in 1926 in Boian, 
Alberta of Romanian and Ukrainian 
descent. He served two years in the 
Canadian Air Force during World 
War II, then graduated with distine- 
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tion as a Chemical Engineer from 
the University of Alberta. He 
worked for 17 years (six of them 
within the Atomic Energy of 
Canada) before he entered politics. 

In 1969, Yurko was elected to the 
Alberta Legislature in a by-election 
to occupy the seat vacated by Pre- 
mier Ernest Manning in Edmonton 
Gold Bar where he served until 1979. 

Between 1971 and 1975 he served 
as Minister of Environment. In 1975 
he became Minister of Housing and 
Public Works. While serving in cabi- 
net, he played a major role in the 
establishment of the Ukrainian Cul- 
tural Heritage Village as a provin- 
cial historic site. He was also а mem- 
ber of the Energy Committee. 

Yurko successfully ran in the 1979 
federal election and sat in the House 
of Commons as the Member for 
Edmonton East until 1984. 

During his public life in the 
1970’s, he traveled extensively, par- 
ticipating in three United Nations 
events; the UN Stockholm Confer- 
ence on Human Environment, the 
UN World Population Conference, 
and the UN Conference on Human 
Settlements (Habitat). As a federal 
politician, he traveled officially to 
the USSR, France, Hong Kong, Ma- 
laysia, Switzerland, Japan and 
Brunei. 

After 1985 he was a Member of | 
the Senate and Board of Governors 
of the University of Alberta. 
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«Хто виграє дебати — 


той виграє вибори» 
Точка зору 


Надія Степула, Радіо Свобода 

Очікувані дебати між кандидатами у 
Президенти України Юлією Тимошенко і 
Віктором Януковичем відбулися в спот- 
вореному вигляді - один із учасників - 
Віктор Янукович, на дебати не прийшов. 
Згідно з існуючим законодавством, Юлія 
Тимошенко мала право одноосібно вико- 
ристати ефірний час, чим 1 скористалася. 

Яку роль можуть зіграти ці дебати у 
подальшій політичній долі їх учасників - 
реальної учасниці Юлії Тимошенко та 
«віртуального» - Віктора Януковича? Чи 
можуть мати вплив на перебіг другого туру 
виборів? Наскільки вдало змогла Юлія 
Тимошенко провести дебати з порожнім 
стільцем, який не раз назвала «пустим 
місцем», зауваживши, що «важливо, щоб 
це пусте місце не зайняло посаду 
Президента України»? 

Ці питання - окремі з цілої низки, котрі 
виникають після історичних, поза сум- 
нівом, дебатів. Подібних, принаймні, досі 
не було. Чи існують однозначні відповіді на 
ці питання? 

У перші хвилини дебатів Тимошенко 
означила кілька важливих питань, адре- 
сованих порожній трибуні навпроти. Як 
бачить її невидимий опонент майбутнє 
країни? Чому побоявся продемонструвати, 
«який у нього рівень інтелекту»? Заува- 
жила, що країна знає Віктора Януковича 
тільки «з білбордів та рекламних роликів». 
Дебати, мовляв, передбачали можливість 
побачити його «справжнього», але... 
«Запах страху вцій студії», - сказала Юлія 
Тимошенко, означає, що її опонент - 
боягуз, і переклала для російськомовної 
аудиторії: «по-російськи — трус». 

Потім питання перемежовувалися з про-- 
понованими відповідями. Про енергетичну 
безпеку країни, «азаровщину», газотранс-- 
портну систему як стратегічну власність 
України, майбутню модель держави, її 
місце в світі тощо. Поставлені питання, 
вірогідні відповіді, а також питання без 
відповідей Юлія Тимошенко ілюструвала 
цитатами - висловлюваннями народних 
депутатів Василя Кисельова, Тараса Чор- 
новола, не обійшовши пікантної інформації 
про «закатування в асфальт» і «полювання 
як метод політичних розборок». 

- Уважні слухачі дебатів могли дізнатися 
багато цікавого з цих питань з відповідями 
1 без, замислитися над почутим i, напевно, 
в цьому - явна успішність дебатів для Юлії 
Тимошенко, Решту часу вона не менш yc— 
пішно використала для популяризації влас-- 
ної виборчої програми, для застережень — 
«ми стоїмо перед цунамі нечесності», а 
також - для пропозицій: «давайте разом 
побудуємо новий шлях для України». 

Усе це, як і відверте зізнання Тимошенко 
про найсокровеннішу - «єдину мету» її 
життя — «вільну і щасливу країну», в якій 
буде подолано корупцію, а права і свободи 
кожного будуть захищені, могло 6 вигляда-- 
ти, як останній «золотий цвях», що приб'є 
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табличку з надписом «Президент» на две- 
рях її кабінету після 7 лютого. Якби не... 

Насамперед - якби не зверталася Тимо-- 
шенко до «пустого місця», а звернулася, 
наприклад, до тієї аудиторії, яка її слухала. 
Точніше - до електорату, за великим рахун- 
ком, - до народу України. Це був унікаль- 
ний шанс сказати більше, ніж промовляли 
досі усі білборди та ролики - і Віктора 
Януковича, і самої Юлії Тимошенко. 

А ще якби команда пані Тимошенко 
ретельно допомогла їй продумати варіанти 
її «самодебатів» (жоден експерт-фахівець 
не передбачав участі в дебатах Віктора 
Януковича апріорі, хоч деякі «мрійники» 
й сподівалися, що «о 20 годині вечора 
Віктор Янукович на дебати все ж прийде»). 
Але підготовка явно «дала маху» - спле- 
тіння цитувань і обіцянок, скарги на «не 
дають мені зробити» з нагадуванням про 
вже зроблене, - все це надало дебатам 
певної сумбурності. Були й неточності - 
наприклад, народні депутати Тарас Чор- 
новіл, і Василь Кисельов - уже колишні 
члени Партії Регіонів. 

А ще якби Юлія Тимошенко не тільки 
бачила перед собою «пусте місце», а й ту 
істину, що справжній її опонент на цих 
дебатах - не так навіть Віктор Янукович, 
як соціально-економічна ситуація в країні. 
І якби не віддала так багато сил і часу 
впертій боротьбі з «пустим місцем», то 
більше могла б сказати про конструктивну 
частину власної програми. 

Для Віктора Януковича ігнорування 
дебатів може стати трагедією. Оскільки 
перед його прибічниками, фанатами, 
оточенням, зрештою, 1 перед самим собою 
він дійсно виглядає дезертиром, чи ж 
«боягузом». Можливо, він і сам не 
підозрює, що побоявся з'явитися на чи не 
найважливішу «битву» свого життя? 

Інший бік цієї трагікомедії - те, що «лі- 
дер» із продемонстрованими ним морально- 
вольовими якостями має високі шанси 
стати «лідером нації». Постає питання і про 
безвідповідальність, іншими словами - 
проблему відповідальності. Чи має мораль- 
не право (бо юридичне, як відомо, має) 
політик, кандидат на Президенти, не з'яви-- 
тися на офіційні дебати - очікувальні і 
визначальні? 

Україну, після першого туру президент-- 
ських виборів, поціновано у світі як країну, 
де принципи демократії перемагають. В 
усіх інших країнах, де перемагають такі 
принципи, кар'єра політика, який He з'явив- 
ся б на дебати зі своїм опонентом, на цьому 
була б і завершена. Чи Україна вже досягла 
такого цивілізаційного рівня - продемон- 
струють вибори. 5 
Думки, висловлені в рубриці «Точка зору», 
передають погляди самих авторів і не 
конче відображають позицію Радіо 
Свобода. 
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кандидат на пост Президента Віктор Янукович. 


: TV SCREEN SHOT 
Юлія Тимошенко під час передвиборчих теледебатів, на котрі не прийшов інший 


ФОТО -- РАДІО СВОБОДА 


Президент Віктор Ющенко та Прем'єр-міністр Юлія Тимошенко взяли участь у 
церемонії біля братньої Аскольдової могили в Києві і поклали квіти до пам'ятника 


Героям Крут. 


Президент і Прем'єр 
вшанували пам'ять 
Героїв Крут 


(Радіо Свобода) Президент України 
Віктор Ющенко та Прем'єр-міністр Юлія 
Тимошенко спільно взяли участь у цере- 
монії 1 поклали квіти до пам'ятника Героям 
Крут у Києві 29 січня. Голова Верховної 
Ради Володимир Литвин не брав участі у 


іщеремонії. 


92 роки тому три сотні київських студен- 
тів, захищаючи Українську народну рес- 
публіку, вступили у нерівний бій з шести- 
тисячним загоном червоної гвардії, щоб 
запобігти наступу на Київ більшовицьких 
військ Радянської Росії. Більшість студен- 
тів загинули в бою, а тих, котрі попали в 
полон, більшовики розстріляли. 

«Пошануймо чин справжніх героїв. По- 
вертаймося до своїх основ і вчімося після 
усіх минулих випробувань жити як одна 
велика й сучасна нація, що має власну 
історію, поважає себе і здатна досягти най-- 
вищих цілей», - сказано у зверненні Пре- 


зидента з нагоди Дня подвигу героїв Крут. 

На церемонії біля братньої Аскольдової 
могили в Києві Прем'єр-міністр Юлія 
Тимошенко закликала українців не 
забувати про подвиг героїв Крут. 

За словами Прем'єра, «приклад цих 
майже дітей говорить нам про те, найцін- 
ніше, що в нас є - це наша Україна, її 
незалежність». Тимошенко зазначила 
також, що дуже боляче, що сьогодні в цей 
складний для України час нових виборів 
знову під загрозою незалежність. 

«Коли знову є ризики для нашої неза- 
лежності, для суверенітету нашої держави, 
ми знову зобов'язані об'єднати всі сили, які 
люблять Україну, які завжди здатні її 
захищати, і зробити так, щоб більше ніяких 
ризиків для незалежності України, для її 
сили, для її потужності, для її європей- 
ського шляху не було», - заявила Юлія 
Тимошенко. 


СБУ припинила агентурну 
акцію ФСБ Росії на 
території України 


(Радіо Свобода)--Служба безпеки 
України порушила кримінальну справу 
проти співробітника Федеральної служби 
безпеки Росії за підозрою в шпигунстві. 
Про це повідомив голова СБУ Валентин 
Наливайченко, 2 лютого. 

За його словами, 27 січня цей офіцер 
ФСБ був затриманий під час одержання від 
громадянина України відомостей, які 
становлять державну таємницю. Зустріч із 
агентом відбулася на території Одеської 
області за 14 кілометрів від держкордону. 

Як повідомив Наливайченко, заходи з 
прикриття такої агентурної акції здійсню-- 
вали ще три офіцери ФСБ і військово- 
службовець оперативної групи російських 
військ Придністровського регіону Молдови. 

Під час особистого огляду співробітники 
СБУ вилучили в затриманих цифрові дик -- 
тофони, відеокамеру у вигляді авторучки, 
міні-ноутбук, флеш-карти пам'яті і дві 
тисячі доларів. 

СБУ встановила, що старший офіцер 
ФСБ Росії спеціально прибув із Москви для 
того, щоб керувати особисто розвідуваль- 
ною операцією. Усі затримані російські 
офіцери прибули до України з самопро-- 


голошеної Придністровської Молдавської 
республіки. у 

Наливайченко повідомив, що кілька 
місяців тому співробітники ФСБ на чолі зі 
згаданим старшим офіцером захопили 
громадянина України, що був носієм дер-- 
жавної таємниці. Із мішком на голові його 
доставили на російську військову базу, де, 
погрожуючи життю і здоров'ю йому і його 
сім'ї, вимагали згоди на співробітництво з 
ФСБ, заявив Наливайченко. 

Проти цього старшого офіцера ФСБ 
Служба безпеки порушила справу за 
статтею 114 Кримінального кодексу (шпи-- 
гунство). 

За словами голови СБУ, троє інших 
співробітників ФСБ Росії після допитів й 
отримання від них вичерпних пояснень із 
приводу виконання розвідувальних завдань 
на шкоду безпеки України були офіційно 
попереджені про неприпустимість подібних 
протиправних дій у майбутньому. Вони 
були вислані з території України з забо- 
роною в'їзду на 5 років. 

СБУ звернулася до ФСБ Росії з прохан-- 
ням допомогти в розслідуванні цієї кримі-- 
нальної справи. 
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Tymoshenko appears solo 
as rival shuns ТУ debate 


(RFE/RL/Reuters)—Ukraine’s Yulia Tymoshenko 
relished a solo performance on television Feb. 1, heap- 
ing insults on arch foe Viktor Yanukovych after he 
shunned a prime-time debate with her ahead of a presi- 
dential run-off on Feb. 7. 

The fiery, fast-talking Tymoshenko, facing an empty 
rostrum where Yanukovych should have stood in their 
scheduled 100-minute duel, branded him “a common 
coward” for not turning up. 

“T believe that an empty spot is exactly what he is,” 
said Tymoshenko, wearing her trademark peasant-style 
braids. 

“And although he is absent from here, I can feel his 
smell. This is the smell of fear. І do not want a com- 
mon coward to become the next leader of our nation,” 
she said sternly. 

Opposition leader Yanukovych, frontrunner in the up- 
coming clash, declined to take part in the debate with 
Prime Minister Tymoshenko, calling her election vows 
“dirt and evil.” 

Tymoshenko’s deeply personal monologue against 
the 59-year-old ex-mechanic appeared to rule out any 
future alliance between them after the election. 

Yanukovych, whose support base is in the east and 
south, won the Jan. 17 first round of the election with 
35.32 percent of votes, just over 10 percent ahead of 
Tymoshenko. But she can make up this ground if she can 
strengthen her position in western and central regions. 

Yanukovych, who often stumbles over his words and 
prefers scripted set-pieces to project himself, said in 
an address to voters earlier on Feb. 1 he would abstain 


from a public debate to avoid Tymoshenko’s “torrents 
of dirt and evil.” 

"І believe that concrete deeds and the word that one 
gives is more important than sweet and pleasing 
phrases. This is why I deem it indecent to be dragged 
into empty talk and compete in lies in the run-up to the 
election,” he said. 

Tymoshenko, 49, repeated her earlier criticism of 
Yanukovych as a “marionette led by oligarchs to grab 
power, а reference to the wealthy industrialists back- 
ing him. 

Tymoshenko, who led 2004 “Orange Revolution” 
street protests sparked by a rigged election in which 
Yanukovych was denied victory, had also earlier sought 
to exploit her rival’s two jail terms for theft and assault 
as a young man. 

The beefy Yanukovych, who usually shrugs off his 
Opponent’s remarks with a smile, has tried to polish up 
an image of a responsible politician ready to be held to 
account. 

He said late last month that if Tymoshenko would 
not be held responsible for her actions “her place must 
be in the kitchen.” 

Yanukovych enjoys strong support in his native east- 
ern Ukraine and the south, while Tymoshenko’s power 
base lies in the nationalist west and in central regions. 

Both hopefuls speak in favor of closer ties with Eu- 
rope and pragmatic ties with giant neighbor Russia — 
the source of most of Ukraine’s energy imports. Both 
paint an equally apocalyptic future in the event of them 
losing on Feb. 7. 


Constitutional crisis looms over police 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine drifted towards а con- 
stitutional crisis a week before the presidential vote 
amid growing confusion among key figures over who 
is authorized to issue orders to its 300,000 police offic- 
ers. 

The crisis came at an especially bad moment as rival 
political groups have been sending thousands of sup- 
porters to Kyiv for possible street protests, or even 
clashes, after the runoff vote Feb. 7. 

This may complicate transition of power from Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko to the new president that will 
be elected in the runoff between Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and opposition leader Viktor Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych led Tymoshenko by a comfortable mar- 
gin of 10 percentage points after the first round of presi- 
dential election on Jan. 17. 

Parliament, led by the opposition Regions Party, on 
Jan. 28 dismissed Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko af- 
ter he had openly campaigned for Tymoshenko. 

But Tymoshenko responded quickly by appointing 
Lutsenko as the acting interior minister, suggesting he 
will still be in control of the massive police force 
throughout the country. 

The appointment, however, is not recognized by the 
Opposition groups and by the president. 

Yushchenko on Jan. 29 removed Lutsenko from the 
National Security and Defense Council, the country’s 
top security body, an indication that the president 
doesn’t view him as the authority. 

The Regions Party, which controls the largest group 
in Parliament, cited a ruling by the Kyiv District Ad- 


ministrative Court that had rejected Lutsenko’s appoint- 
ment. 

“The attempts to reinstate him by any of their deci- 
sions are a violation of the constitution,’ Yanukovych 
said in an interview with ICTV. “He’s not working at 
the interior ministry. He’s fired, according to the con- 
stitution.” У 

“Mr. Lutsenko is the same citizen аз all others. Не 
doesn’t have the authority to issue orders,” Yanukovych 
said. 

Meanwhile, Tymoshenko on Jan. 31 has insisted that 
Lutsenko is the person who will be Aspuing orders to 
300,000-strong police force. 

“According to legislation, Lutsenko i is the acting in- 
terior minister,’ Tymoshenko said in an interview with 
1+1 television. 

Tymoshenko said the ministry has never received the 
ruling that had suspended the government’s resolution 
appointing Lutsenko. 

“If the ruling existed, it would be delivered to the 
government by the official mail,’ Tymoshenko said. 
“We don’t have that mail.” 

. Yushchenko on Jan. 29 appointed Oleksandr 
Kikhtenko, the head of the interior ministry’s National 
Guard, the largest force within the ministry, to the Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council. 

The last time Kikhtenko was elevated to the council 
was in May 2007, when Yushchenko had apparently 
considered sending National Guards to Kyiv to pre- 
vent a looming constitutional crisis over his decision 
to dismiss Parliament ad call early election. 


Regions to seek chief justice dismissal 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The opposition Regions Party 
plans to attack Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko by 
dismissing the head of the Supreme Court, Vasyl 
Onopenko, who is thought to be affiliated with her party. 

A motion was submitted to Parliament on Feb. | seek- 
ing to cancel the appointment of Onopenko. His post 
may be crucial if the presidential election is eventually 
contested in courts. 

“The situation that is taking place in the judicial sys- 
tem is especially dangerous during the election,” said 
the motion submitted by the Regions Party. 

The motion came six days before the presidential run- 
off vote between Regions Party leader Viktor 
Yanukovych and Tymoshenko. 

Yanukovych led Tymoshenko by a comfortable mar- 
gin of 10 percentage points after the first round of vot- 
ing on Jan. 17. Opinion polls suggest Yanukovych was 
likely to win. 

Tymoshenko earlier indicated she may contest the 
election in courts if Yanukovych wins the presidency 
and her group records cases of fraud. 


Onopenko was a member of the Tymoshenko Bloc 
in Parliament before his appointment as the head of 
the Supreme Court. 

The attack on Onopenko comes less than a week af- 
ter the Regions Party, joined by other groups, managed 
to dismiss Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko. 

Lutsenko, who was openly campaigning for 
Tymoshenko, had been later appointed by the govern- 
ment as the acting interior minister. 

Tymoshenko said Lutsenko still controls 300,000- 
strong police force throughout Ukraine, but the Regions 
Party had rejected the appointment as “unconstitutional.” 

Hanna Herman, a senior member of the Regions 
Party, said Feb. 1 her groups only recognizes Mykhaylo 
Kliyev, the first deputy interior minister, as “the legiti- 
mate” acting minister. 

Meanwhile, Onopenko on Feb. 1 was off from his 
duties apparently after taking sick days starting from 
Jan. 27, Obkom news agency reported Feb. 1. 

According to Ukrainian law, a person cannot be dis- 
missed if he is on sick leave. 


Yanukovych 
promises to dismiss 
Verkhovna Rada 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Opposition leader Viktor Yanukovych, in talks 
with politicians whose supporters may decide the outcome of next month’s 
presidential vote, promised to dismiss Parliament and to call an early elec- 
tion, a lawmaker said. 

Serhiy Tihipko and Arseniy Yatseniuk, the No. 3 and the No. 4 presi- 
dential candidates, would benefit from the early parliamentary election as 
their parties are expected to win seats in Parliament. 

“The Yanukovych campaign said: criticize Tymoshenko, call on the 
people not to come to polls and we will try to organize the early election 
so that you can get in Parliament,” Mykola Tomenko, a senior Tymoshenko 
ally, told Channel 5 television. 

Tymoshenko and Yanukovych both met Tihipko and Yatseniuk earlier 
this week seeking to secure their endorsements ahead of the runoff. 

Tymoshenko has offered Tihipko the post of the prime minister in the 
event of her winning the presidency, the boldest yet attempt to win over 
his supporters. 

“Yulia Tymoshenko said: you are young and active,’ Tomenko said. 
“Form the government completely, realize your program —I will give you 
full freedom after becoming the president.” 

But Tihipko and Yatseniuk both rejected the offers. Yatseniuk called on 
his supporters to come to polls and to vote against both candidates, a mes- 
sage that de-facto benefits Yanukovych. 
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Glory to Ukraine! 
Glory to the Heroes! 


Outgoing President Viktor Yushchenko has used his final days in office 
to issue two critical decrees which honour the memories of those who 
gave their lives for the freedom of Ukraine. і 

The first, issued on Jan. 22, Ukraine’s Unity Day commemorating the 
union of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR) with the Western Ukrai- 
nian People’s Republic (ZUNR) in 1919 (also the 1918 Declaration of 
Independence of the UNR), gave “Hero of Ukraine” status to Stepan 
Bandera, the leader of the anti-Nazi, anti-Soviet Organization of Ukrai- 
nian Nationalists (OUN) who ordered the Declaration of the Revival of 
Ukrainian Statehood on June 30, 1940 and was subsequently imprisoned 
in the Sachsenhausen concentration camp. His followers continued the 
armed struggle against Soviet force in Ukraine into the 1950s, the last 
reported skirmish recorded in 1960. Bandera was assassinated by a Soviet 
agent in Munich in 1959. His Ukrainian Canadian grandson Stephen 
Bandera accepted the award. 

One week later on the Jan. 29 anniversary of the 1918 Battle of Kruty, he 
bestowed that same “Hero of Ukraine” on various 20" century fighting 
units that battled for Ukraine’s Independence. Those specifically named 
were all the armed units who fought under the banner of the UNR, ZUNR, 
the Ukrainian Hetmanate of April to December 1918, the Carpathian Sich 
of the short-lived 1939 Transcarpathian Republic which was crushed by 
Hitler’s ally Hungary, the OUN and its military arm the Ukrainian Insur- 
gent Army (UPA). The decree also refers to “other military formations, 
parties, organizations and movements who placed as their objective, the 
attainment of Ukrainian statehood in the 20" century”, which, by infer- 
ence, includes the First Division of the National Army of Ukraine, which 
was organized under German auspices during World War II, but whose 
objective from the Ukrainian point of view was to create the nucleus of a 
disciplined post-war unit fighting for Ukraine’s independence, much the 
same way as the Sich Sharpshooters filled that role following World War I. 

This recognition, though mostly symbolic, was long overdue as it pays 
tribute to those who voluntarily put their lives on the line for the freedom 
of Ukraine, as opposed to those who voluntarily or involuntarily served 
the foreign occupiers of Ukraine. But there still remains a heavily russified 
element in Ukraine which may elect the next president, who may try to 
rescind these measures. But even so, once they have been enacted, they 
have been recorded for posterity. 

And this enshrines the slogan: 

“Slava Ukrayini! Heroyam Slava!” (Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the 
Heroes!). 


First the egg — now the chicken 


If the most memorable moment of Viktor Yanukovych’s 2004 presiden- 
tial campaign was his dramatic tumble to the ground after being pelted 
with an egg, the most memorable moment of his 2010 campaign was the 
dramatically empty rostrum he was supposed to occupy during the Feb. 1 
televised debates. 

For a candidate in what is now a two-way race to simply not show up for 
a scheduled debate with his opponent is nothing but a sign of cowardice. As 
such this seriously puts his ability to lead the country into question. As do 
his assault convictions. And let’s get one thing straight. Yanukovych is sim- 
ply acommon criminal and a violent one. For any so-called expert on Ukraine 
like David Marples to say that Yulia Tymosenko is also a convicted felon, 
without qualifying that her 2001 arrest and incarceration on trumped-up 
charges was politically motivated, is misleading (See Page 13). 

Perhaps Yanukovych’s cowardly no-show will be enough to change the 
tide of the campaign. Or maybe there are enough people in Ukraine who 
follow the logic of the Donetsk cab driver who says: "Не may be a bandit, 
but at least he’s our bandit.” 

At any rate a Yanukovych victory on Feb. 7 will not only leave egg on 
his lapel, but also on the face of Ukraine. 
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Haiti is a vast tragedy, 
Ukraine famine was genocide 


By Bohdan Klid 

I am writing in response to John-Paul Himka’s ar- 
ticle “Alternatives to self-deluding campaign exist in 
calling attention to famine,” (January 20 - February 3 
issue of the Ukrainian News). In that article my col- 
league, Professor Himka, raised a number of issues that 
merit discussion, but in the limited space available I 
would like to focus my comments on what I believe to 
be Dr. Himka’s flawed and indulgent assessment of the 
Soviet state and its leadership. 

The modern state represents one of the highest lev- 
els of human achievement and organization. It is given 
tremendous powers and bears, consequently, great re- 
sponsibilities. As such, we expect that its highest lead- 
ership and institutions should protect and promote the 
material and spiritual-cultural wellbeing of its citizens. 
When judging the Soviet state and the actions of its 
leaders, we should be guided by these common prin- 
ciples by which we judge all states, keeping in mind 
the existing possibilities available to its leaders, as well 
that state’s founding principles and how it represented 
itself, both to its own citizens as well as to the outside 
world. Let us remind ourselves that the Soviet state 
and its leadership, from its inception until its collapse, 
declared that it represented a liberating force in human 
history, in socio-economic affairs as well as in rela- 
tions among nations and peoples. 

Based on the historical record, therefore, it deserves 
to be judged harshly. As historians, we are also obli- 
gated to maintain a healthy skepticism towards the state 
and its leaders. Let us now turn to see how Dr. Himka 
explains the actions of the Soviet leadership led by 
Stalin in relation to the 1932-33 famine. 

Dr. Himka argues that the famine was caused largely 
by collectivization and the chaos accompanying its 
implementation. Secondly, the famine affected non- 
Ukrainian areas. Therefore, it was not a genocide. 

It appears that professor Himka agrees with the views 
held by R. W. Davies and Stephen Wheatcroft, who 
are socio-economic historians in the British Marxist 
tradition. They argue that the famine was unintended 
and undesirable, and was largely a result of forced in- 
dustrialization and collectivization at breakneck speed. 
Himka, in this vein, calls collectivization a “mad 
scheme.” While Davies and Wheatcroft’s study is use- 
ful, the authors did not'really focus on Soviet national- 
ity policies or the national dimensions of Soviet poli- 
cies, which one should do to asses whether genocide 
can be a likely interpretation of the 1932-33 famine, as 
defined by the UN Convention. Professor Himka does 
claim that his own views are closest to those of Terry 
Martin, who did examine the national question in the 
Soviet Union in the 1920s-1930s in detail, although 
Martin does not conclude that the famine was a geno- 
cide. Nevertheless, a reading of Martin’s chapter on 
the famine can lead one to conclude otherwise. 

What Himka does not elaborate on, and which is criti- 
cal to the genocide interpretation, are special measures 
taken by Soviet authorities in January 1933, including 
the closing of the borders of Ukraine and the Kuban to 
migration by peasants seeking food, and to the confis- 
cation of not only grain but all food in some areas of 
Ukraine. These and other measures intensified the fam- 
ine and doomed peasants to starvation, and also ex- 
plain largely the much higher death rates in Ukraine 
and the Kuban. Simply put, the famines in Ukraine 
(with the Kuban) and in Russia were different. 

One also has to place the 1932-33 Ukrainian famine 
in the broader context of other measures taken against 
Ukraine’s political and spiritual-cultural leaders, which 
began in the late 1920s, and which intensified at around 
the same time as the famine. If one of the main reasons 
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the state is constituted is to defend its citizens, then 
Stalin’s decimation of Ukraine’s political elites, cul- 
minating with the attacks against its Communist po- 
litical leadership at around the same time as the fam- 
ine, constituted the destruction of those vestiges of state- 
hood and the cultural autonomy that Ukraine had gained 
in the 1920s, when the Soviet Union was formed. By 
1933, Ukraine stood helpless and emasculated. The 
remnants of its nationally conscious elites and cadres 
could now be finished off or cowed into submission. 
The base of the nation, the independent peasantry, as a 
result of collectivization and the famine, was destroyed 
as both a social and national force that could oppose 
the Soviet state, and were turned effectively into state 
serfs. The appointment of Pavel Postyshev as Stalin’s 
emissary in Ukraine in January 1933 was done to com- 
plete the decimation of Ukraine’s national elites and 
cadres. This he did well, at times demonstratively wear- 
ing a Ukrainian embroidered shirt. 

In Kuban, the famine, combined with the repressions 
and destruction of pro-Ukrainian elites, was accompa- 
nied by the complete rollback of Ukrainization and 
Ukrainian-language education. These measures, which 
included denying children the right to an education in 
their native language, amounted to genocide against 
the Kuban Ukrainians, according to the UN definition. 

There are other arguments in favour of the genocide 
interpretation. I will mention some of them. The So- 
viet leadership knew from the earlier experience of the 
period of war communism (1918-21) that forced grain 
requisitions led to famine. Therefore, it is simply in- 
correct to state, without strong qualifications, that the 
Soviet leadership were unaware in 1932-33 that simi- 
lar policies could lead to widespread famine. The So- 
viet leadership knew about the famine, and therefore 
could have asked for outside aid, but instead took pu- 
nitive measures that intensified the famine in Ukraine. 

Stalin, who led the attack against Ukraine, was а long- 
serving Bolshevik leader, with much experience and 
knowledge, and he was cunning and ruthless. He was 
probably the most knowledgeable of the Soviet leader- 
ship at that time on the national question, and knew 
well Ukrainian issues, as he spent much effort battling 
and eventually destroying Ukraine’s national commu- 
nist and other leaders in the late 1920s and early 1930s. 
So, we have to look carefully at his pronouncements 
and the decisions he made, even ostensibly socio-eco- 
nomic ones, for their national repercussions. 

Finally, information about the famine was suppressed 
by the Soviet leadership, both from the outside world 
as well as from their own citizens. This is typical of 
criminal behavior — hiding traces of one’s crime. Yet, 
neither in Himka’s nor in Myrna Kostash’s articles (See 
her “Genocide or "А Vast Tragedy’?” in the December 
2009 issue of the Literary Review of Canada), do we 
come across the word crime or criminal. Instead, we 
see what amounts to an indulgent approach toward the 
Soviet state and its leadership. The argument that col- 
lectivization was “A massive, reckless social experi- 
ment” is only partly true, and is symptomatic of this 
approach, as is the characterization of the famine as “a 
vast tragedy” by Kostash, which unfortunately found 
its way into the title of her piece. This is a trivialization 
of the famine. We have just witnessed a vast tragedy in 
Haiti. The 1932-33 famine, I think, was on a some- 
what different order. 

Dr Bohdan Klid is the Assistant Director, Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University. 


Ukraine marks Unity Day, commemorates “Human Chain’ 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian officials have marked the 20th 
anniversary of the human chain that joined some 3 mil- 
lion people hand-in-hand from Lviv to Kyiv in a show 
of unity, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

President Viktor Yushchenko attended ceremonies in 
Kyiv on Jan. 22, a national holiday in Ukraine known 
as Unity Day. It was on this day in 1919 that the Ukrai- 
nian National Republic united with the Western Ukrai- 
nian National Republic to form a short-lived state. 

In 1990, shops in Lviv sold out of blue and yellow fab- 
ric as people bought the colors to sew Ukrainian flags 
while momentum built for independence ahead of the 
1991 dissolution of the Soviet Union. The blue and yel- 
low Ukrainian flag was banned during the Soviet era. 

Many people recalled creating the human chain in 
1990. “It was still the USSR then, but here in western 
Ukraine things were starting to change,” Markian 


Ivashchyshyn, who took part in the chain in Lviv, told 
RFE/RL. “We wanted a peaceful, legal action that the 
authorities couldn’t ban. 

“The most important thing is that it was successful 
not just in Lviv, but all the way to Kyiv,” Ivashchyshyn 
said. ‘““We saw that the national idea [of Ukraine] was 
not only popular in Lviv.” 

Initially unsure about how many people in Куїу 
would participate in a human chain, the organizers were 
pleasantly surprised by the hundreds of thousands of 
people who turned out in the capital, culminating in a 
large mass gathering in Kyiv’s Sofia Square. 

Yushchenko marked Unity Day by granting World 
War II-era nationalist leader Stepan Bandera the status 
of Hero of Ukraine. Bandera headed the Organization 
of Ukrainian Nationalists, which advocated Ukrainian 
independence. 
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Russia hacks Yanukovych in Ukraine’s elections. 


By Taras Kuzio 

Russian media coverage of the 2010 Ukrainian elections 
from the outset portrayed it as a two-horse race between Viktor 
Yanukovych and Yulia Tymoshenko. In the first phase of the 
election campaign (October-November 2009), the Russian 
media did not express a preference, but since the first vote 
the media and ruling Unified Russia party have endorsed 
Yanukovych. 

A recent poll by the Russian Public Opinion Foundation 
found that 53 percent of Russians believe that Yanukovych 
will be elected as Ukraine’s next president and only 14 per- 
cent expect that Tymoshenko will triumph. While 47 percent 
consider that relations with Ukraine will improve if 
Yanukovych is elected, only 8 percent expect the same from 
Tymoshenko. In the first phase of the campaign, the Russian 
media remained neutral towards Tymoshenko, but also ridi- 
culed her because of her alleged obsession with her image 
and preference for spectacle. The gender bias was evident 
when the Russian media mocked her tendency to pick on what 
it considered as trivial matters that are presumably only of 
interest to women (with men presumably taking care of more 
substantial issues). During the flu crisis and gas negotiations 
with Prime Minister Vladimir Putin Russian media coverage 
shifted its emphasis on Tymoshenko towards that of a dy- 
namic politician. It positively portrayed her pragmatism in 
seeking to work with Moscow on energy issues, a welcome 
development in Russia and the EU after two winter gas crises 
in 2006 and 2009. On Nov. 22, 2009 Rossiya 1 described her 
in positive terms, as cultivating a breakthrough in Russian- 
Ukrainian energy relations and Putin’s relationship with 
Tymoshenko as a step forward compared to President Viktor 
Yushchenko. 

The visual hatred which Moscow has displayed toward 
Yushchenko is disingenuous in that it has downplayed the 
fact that Tymoshenko was a key player in the 2004 Orange 
Revolution, which Russia sought to halt. Tymoshenko uses 
Orange rhetoric in the 2010 elections and has drawn on the 
support of pop stars to revive the image of the 2004 Maidan, 
where music and carnival sustained protestors for 17 days in 


Loss and redemption of the patriotic agenda 


Analysis. 


wintry weather. 

In the second phase of the election campaign, the Russian 
media moved towards a far more favorable endorsement of 
Yanukovych, becoming Moscow’s favorite as a “pro-Rus- 
sian.” His support for Russian foreign policy included sup- 
porting the independence of South Ossetia and Abkhazia and 
Ukraine’s membership of CIS institutions, such as the Col- 
lective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) and Single Eco- 
nomic Space Customs Union. Tymoshenko, on the other hand, 
was increasingly portrayed in negative terms or simply ig- 
nored by the Russian media. Yanukovych emerged as the fa- 
vorite candidate on the eve of the first round on the Rossiya 1 
channel, where he was featured in 11 of the 13 reports and 
shown speaking in 10 programs. In all cases he was identi- 
fied as the frontrunner and the likely winner. 

This move to endorse Yanukovych was accompanied by 
the growing portrayal of the Party of Regions as a positive 
political force and Yanukovych as a decisive leader who would 
“take the situation in hand and bring order to the country”. 
These reports also showed lengthy clips of the Russian Or- 
thodox Patriarch Kiril’s July 2009 visit to Ukraine where he 
was escorted by Yanukovych. Russian media coverage pre- 
sented a glowing picture of Yanukovych’s support for 
Medvedev’s proposal for a new European security architec- 
ture and Ukraine’s membership of the Single Economic Space 
Customs Union. The media also endorsed Yanukovych as 
better placed to implement policies that are favorable to Rus- 
sian interests on NATO, the Black Sea Fleet and the Russian 
language. However, its coverage largely ignored Tymoshenko 
during the last phase of the first round campaign, focusing 
instead on Yanukovych and Serhiy Tihipko who were shown 
more favorably. Tymoshenko was also contrasted with these 
candidates by her support for the 2004 Orange Revolution. 

In the run up to the first round the Russian media charac- 


terized Yanukovych and Tihipko as the “pro-Russian” candi- 
dates who were most favorable to Russian interests — not 
Tymoshenko. Tymoshenko was either ignored or mocked with 
the only favorable coverage of her being her pragmatism on 
energy relations. Yanukovych, in contrast to Tymoshenko, was 
seen as somebody who would be a better partner for Russia 
and more reliable, while Tymoshenko was “unpredictable”. 

The “Judge for Yourself” talk show on Rossiya 1, attended 
by Russian and Ukrainian politicians and experts, quoted the 
Russian political scientist Vyacheslav Мікопоу as supporting 
Yanukovych because, “There are certain preferences: Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin said that the Unified Russia party 
has enjoyed closer cooperation with the Party of Regions,” 
and therefore cooperation with its leader would be more 
straightforward. Мікопоу observed, “They have the same 
mindset. They are capable of reaching agreements. There is 
readiness to resolve the issue of the status of the Russian lan- 
guage, for instance.” In addition, Yanukovych has close ties 
to big business which have strong links with Russia. Other 
Russian politicians in the television program emphasized 
Yanukovych’s support for Russian to become a second state 
language. 

Tymoshenko was described on the program as likely to 
follow Yushchenko as a “puppet of the West,” she opposed 
elevating the Russian language while her anti-Russian cre- 
dentials were proven by her 2007 Foreign Affairs article en- 
titled “Containing Russia.” Unified Russia member and Krem- 
lin spin doctor Sergei Markov said, “There is a fear that Yulia 
Tymoshenko would not express the people’s will, but become 
a marionette of the external forces that use Ukraine as a tool 
to do harm to Russia”. 

By the first round, Russian politicians and media had en- 
dorsed Yanukovych as someone who would do Moscow’s 
bidding. In contrast, Tymoshenko was not viewed in such a 
manner. This conclusion undermines Yushchenko’s claim that 
Tymoshenko and Yanukovych are the same as both are “Mos- 
cow projects,” an argument that shows the degree to which 


Yushchenko’s presidency has elevated personal issues above 
politics. 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

President Victor Yushchenko’s humiliation at the polls 
was no surprise. It is unfortunate, therefore, that nei- 

ther the patriots in Ukraine nor the diaspora failed to 
influence him to make changes before it was too late. 
Although he elevated national symbols and issues — 
recognition of Holodomor and OUN/UPA, the pre-emi- 
nence of the Ukrainian language — by themselves they 
were insufficient to lead a country. Worse, his personal 
discredit dragged Ukraine’s patriotic agenda down too. 

Yushchenko’s popularity sunk some four ago after de- 
faulting on promises of the Orange Revolution — no 
criminals in jail; little wellbeing for the people. It plunged 
over 50% yet none pressed him on the obvious: his po- 
litical capital was draining through his fingers. Patriots 
who knew better — Levko Lukianenko, Borys Tarasiuk 
— left him; those with buried heads in the sand failed to 
convince him to return to Orange Revolution values. Or 
quit. Despite abysmal ratings there were no calls for lead- 
ership review and no insistence that he refrain from run- 
ning. Was smart politics misplaced by irrational loyalty 
to provid? What did KUN and UPA-OUN leaders, 
among others, have in mind, when calling (in mid-De- 
cember!) for patriotic candidates to step down and sup- 
port the losing President? 

Whatever the rationale it was it was too little too late. 
The alarm concerning his leadership went off months 
after he started protecting Іифі druzi, his cronies, in the 
first of many gas fiascos and the electorate sensed be- 
trayal. Yet his backers at home and abroad failed to pre- 
vent the political catastrophe that was looming. 

Was it lack of political know-how in the President’s 
circle? Was the once strong Nasha Ukrayina influenced 
by well intended but amateur politics of diaspora orga- 
nizations whose mandate is not to govern a country 
but support Ukrainian patriotic symbols? Did the 
drowning president grab on to this agenda and for that 
gained their fierce, albeit, misplaced loyalty? Or is there 
a darker plan? 

For Yushchenko is not the only one defeated. By 
going down he dragged with him the patriotic agenda. 
Now the oligarchs and company who care little for 
national symbols smirk: only 5% of the country wants 
an official Ukrainian language; recognition of 
Holodomor and OUN-UPA! 

Although freedom-loving ideals formed the world 
view of the patriotic diaspora hopefully so did demo- 
cratic values and political processes in countries of resi- 
dence. In Canada — most established democracies — 
political parties or leaders who lose the people’s sup- 
port are not tolerated. Consider Richard Nixon in 
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America. Or Canada’s John Diefenbaker, John Turner 
or Stephen Dion — all had to step down because they 
lost the people’s confidence. The people are greater than 
a leader. And there is no mercy. Why was this basic 
democratic tenant by passed in Ukraine?\ 

January’s election was a wakeup call for patriotic 
leadership around the world: using national symbols 
as the last straw for self-preservation does not work. 
The diaspora leadership must recognize this too: poli- 
tics is not a concert where children do their best to 
honour fallen heroes; endless meetings on minutiae; or 
photo ops backed with little political consequence. It 
needs to admit that its expertise in governing is limited 
and that it is incapable of advising Ukraine on how to 
rule. Reigning in oligarchs’ greed, creating jobs, elimi- 
nating corruption is beyond the capacity of volunteers 
in any of the diaspora structures. And recognize that 
there is a time and place to push for national symbols. 
Applauding Yushchenko’s commitment to them while 
Ukraine was being plundered was one of those times. 

The lesson is this: leadership has consequences for 
better or worse. Yushchenko paid for his mistakes. If 
Ukrainian patriotic movements at home and abroad are 
to go forward those responsible for their part in the 
President’s debacle must also pay. 

Hope springs eternal. The patriotic leadership of 
Ukraine can yet salvage lost ground. 

To begin: meet with both presidential contenders. 
Worlds’ politicians do! Tell Yulia Tymoshenko and 
Viktor Yanukhovych that instructions will be given to 
support the one who will put criminals in jail and cham- 
pion the patriotic agenda. Let the world hear their an- 
swers publicly. 

As candidates court votes the advantage at this mo- 
ment is with the patriots of Ukraine. Grab it. Redeem 
yourselves and in so doing the patriotic agenda. 

And be mindful of the next moves from Yushchenko. 
If he is the democrat he claims to be he will withdraw 
graciously from the political scene to do other impor- 
tant work like, perhaps, lead international organizations 
aiming to expose the horrors of Communism. 

If he is being manipulated by anti-Ukraine interests, 
as may have been the case since the Orange Revolu- 
tion national symbols notwithstanding, he will be 
worked to undermine Ukraine’s free elections. And that 
should be prevented by all democrats around the world; 
above all the patriotic diaspora. 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


CANADIANS PROUDLY ON DISPLAY 


For 106 days, traveling more than 45,000 kilometres through 1,000 
communities across Canada, the Olympic Torch relay demonstrated just 
how much Canadians were looking forward to the 2010 Vancouver 
Olympic Games. The torch was greeted with enthusiasm and approval 
wherever it went, including the House of Commons chamber. The long 
route saw the torch pass within a one-hour drive of 90% of Canada’s 
population. You may have been part of the crowds following the torch 
when it came to Edmonton, or even one of the 12,000 torchbearers. 

As a northern nation we pride ourselves on how we have embraced 
winter. Canadians are enthusiastic participants in winter sports, from 
curling to skiing to hockey, and our athletes have excelled on the world 
stage. 

Therefore Canadians are expecting great things at these Games. Our 
athletes have spent the past four years preparing. Performing in front of 
a Canadian crowd may inspire them to new heights of athletic great- 
ness. The investment, both moral and financial, from their sponsors 
and from the people and Government of Canada enables them to repre- 
sent this country with pride and ability. 

Edmonton-born athletes representing Canada at the Vancouver Games 
include ski jumper Stefan Read, freestyle skier Jennifer Heil (a gold 
medalist at the 2006 Turin games) bobsledder Pierre Lueders (who has 
won Olympic gold and silver in the past) and hockey players Scett 
Niedermayer and Jarome Iginla (both members of the 2002 gold medal 
team). 

Edmonton Oilers fans may prefer to cheer for Iginla and Niedermayer 
(for once) and not for the two Oilers who are playing in the Vancouver 
Games — Lubomir Visnovsky (Slovakia) and Denis Grebeshkov (Rus- 
sia). 

I expect Canada’s athletes are going to make us all proud at the 
Vancouver Games. 

What do you think? і 
ня 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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The Canadian Bandurist Capella in Bloomingdale, Illinois with Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate 


Canadian Bandurist Capella completes most productive season 


By Michael Wawryshyn 

The Canadian Bandurist Capella 
has just completed its most ambi- 
tious and productive season in its 
eight-year history with the Dec. 13 
performance, titled, “Concert of 
Cossack Songs.” This unique musi- 
cal event was co-sponsored with the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians and 
was dedicated in memory of the 
300" anniversary of the death of 
Ivan Mazepa and the 350" anniver- 
sary of the Battle of Konotop where 
the Cossack-led forces of Ivan 
Vyhowsky defeated the army of the 
tsar of Muscovy. The audience of 
some 450 applauded roundly and 
showed their appreciation with sev- 


Canada’s National 


eral standing ovations interspersed 
throughout the performance. 

The Capella was formed in June 
2001 and is composed of some 15 
bandurists and 35 choristers. Mem- 
bers of the ensemble hail primary 
from the Toronto region, but there 
are also a number from Hamilton 
and St. Catharines. Their age span 
ranges from 13-84. Also of interest 
is the fact that, since its inception, 
the Capella has had some 10 father- 
and-son duos within its ranks. Since 
2001, it has given more than 80 per- 
formances throughout North 
America. Its array of songs is broad 
and includes epic Cossack, 
humourous, comic, religious, carols 
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and shedrivky, traditional folk and 
classical songs. The Capella’s artis- 
tic team consists of Dr. Victor 
Mishalow, Andriy Dmytrovych and 
Yuri Petlura. Collectively they ap- 
ply their individual talents and spe- 
cialization, which contributes sig- 
nificantly to the overall progress and 
development of the Capella and its 
performances. 

In keeping with the Capella’s 
name, the new banduras used by the 
ensemble’s members now are exclu- 
sively built in\Canada, in Whitby, 
Ont., by the renowned artisan, Ca- 
nadian-born Vasyl (Bill) Vetzal, who 
hails from the Dauphin region of 
Manitoba. The bandura is now not 
only a “Ukrainian” instrument, but a 
“Canadian” one as well. The Capella 
through Dr Victor Mishalow, helped 
design and fund the prototyping of 
these unique fibreglass instruments. 
There is now much interest from 
Ukraine for these instruments 

During its eight years of exist- 
ence, the Capella has produced two 
compact disc recordings. The latest 
one, “Play Kobzar” features the in- 
ternationally renowned bass bari- 
tone Pavlo Hunka who embellishes 
the CD singing four solos with the 
ensemble. Early in the 2010, it will 
be recording its third disc, titled 
“The Word of Taras.” (Slovo 
Tarasa). The first CD named sim- 
ply Canadian Bandurist Capella is 
a compilation of 14 songs. 

Besides the most recent concert, 
the Capella had the honour to per- 


form at the St. Andrew’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church Cultural Centre in 
Bloomingdale, Illinois (a suburb of 
Chicago) on Oct. 24, 2009. The 
Capella’s performance was an inte- 
gral part of this parish’s celebration 
of the visitation of the primate of the 
National Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church Kyiv Patriarchate — his Ho- 
liness Patriarch of Kyiv and all of 
Rus-Ukraine. During his weekend 
stay, the Patriarch blessed the newly 
created mosaic, titled “All Saints of 
Ukraine,” above the entrance to this 
magnificent church. Here, too, the 
Capella was enthusiastically greeted 
by a passionate audience and re- 
ceived several standing ovations 
during the performance. 

Slovo Tarasa (The Word of Taras) 
was another themed concert pre- 
sented by the Capella on three con- 
secutive weekends starting on March 
22, 2009 in Oshawa, St. Catharines 
and Toronto. This moving produc- 
tion consists of 18 poems of Taras 
Shevchenko put to music by a wide 
variety of composers. During the 
performance, the narration of Yuri 
Kelebay and Petro Hrynyshyn united 
musical gems based on the poet’s 
words into a moving and powerful 
message that still has meaning for 
Ukrainians today. 

Slovo Tarasa was first arranged by 
Danylo Pieka for the Kyiv National 
Capella in 1939 and performed in 
the same year in Kyiv. It was not 
until the late 1950s that it was, again, 
performed by the Ukrainian 


Bandurist Chorus from Detroit. This 
was the Capella that originated in 
Ukraine and settled in the United 
States in the late 1940s. 

The Canadian Bandurist Capella 
also found time in its busy schedule 
to perform at several other Canadian 
Ukrainian events in 2009. In Octo- 
ber, the Capella had the honour to 
appear at the 20" anniversary con- 
secration of Archbishop Yuri - the 
Ukrainian Orthodox bishop of the 
Eastern Canadian Eparchy - a 
staunch supporter of the ensemble. 
An appearance at the 75" anniver- 
sary of the Ukrainian National Youth 
Federation, the youth branch of the 
Ukrainian National Federation 
(UNF), one of our major benefac- 
tors, was another notable perfor- 
mance as was the one at the tradi- 
tional Ivana Kupalo celebrations at 
the summer resort of the UNF, Camp 
Sokil. Finally, the Capella’s bandura 
players which are some of the most 
talented in North America appeared 
at the opening of the Mysteries of 
Ancient Ukraine: The Remarkable 
Trypilian Culture exhibit at the 
Royal Ontario Museum and later at 
the Toronto Ukrainian Festival in 
September, where they delighted 
thousands of attendees of the annual 
street festival with their enchanting 
bandura music. 

Early indications are that the 2010 
season will be equally productive for 
the Canadian Bandurist Capella, as 
they are currently working on their 
new themed project Kozatksa Slava. 


“The Soviet Story” premieres at 
Ukrainian Cultural Centre in Toronto 


(Tribute to Liberty)—The Toronto premiere of the 
award-winning documentary film “The Soviet Story” 
was a huge success. The screening, which took place 
Jan, 31 at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre on Christie 
Street, was attended by an estimated 400 - 500 people. 

Edvins Snore, the director and writer of the film, was 
present at the screening. During a Q & A session after 
the film many in attendance voiced their gratitude for 
the work Snore has done to educate the public about 
the crimes of Communism by making his film. Snore 
met and talked with members of the audience and me- 
dia at a reception following the Q & A. 

After the screening Snore said: “I am very happy 
with having met with the Ukrainian and other commu- 
nities during my visit to Canada, and also very im- 


pressed by how large the audience was, and what a 
positive response there was to the film.” 

The screening was co-sponsored by Tribute to Lib- 
erty and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress in Toronto, 
with a great deal of work and support from the League 
of Ukrainian Canadians and the League of Ukrainian 
Canadian Women, and the Ukrainian Student’s Club at 
York University. 

Tribute to Liberty, whose mission is to establish a 
memorial to the victims of totalitarian Communism in 
Canada’s National Capital Region, and to educate the 
public about Communism’s crimes, is an enthusiastic 
supporter of “The Soviet Story,” a film that does a phe- 
nomenal job of bringing the reality of Communism’s 
crimes to light. 
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The cast of “Malanka z pertsem” comes оці for the acknowledgements. 


Suzirya’s performance highlights UNF Malanka 


(UkrNews)—The theatrical group 
Suziyra’s hilarious performance of 
“Malanka 7 pertsem” was the high- 
light of this year’s Malanka 
organised by the Ukrainian National 
Federation, the Ukrainian Women’s 
Organization and the Ukrainian Na- 
tional Youth federation and held 
before a sell-out crowd at the UNF 
Hall, Jan. 23. 

Directed and produced by Nat- 
aliya Grytsiv, with Volodymyr 
Grytsiv serving as music editor, and 
operator and Lesya Sribnyak in 
charge of costumes, this year’s skit 


focuses on the misadventures of 
Kozak Ochrim (Roman Mykhay- 
lyak) and his kumy Omelko (Fedir 
Tsisar) and Chub (Andriy Shym- 
anowka). 

As Schedryi Vechir approaches 
Ochrim and his wife Marusia 
(Svitlana Semenko) along with their 
daughter Olenka (Nadya Kosmyna) 
greet carollers, then Chub and 
Omelko, goaded by the devil 
(Khrystyna Nych) drag Ochrim off 
to the spa run by Voroshka Solokha 
(Natalia Grytsiv). 

As the kozaks demand food, drink 


and entertainment, leaves matter in 
the hands of her daughter Pronya 
(Lilya Sukhy) and assistant Khumka 
(Oksana Hurska). The kozaks pro- 
ceed to get drunk and stagger home. 
It ends as Malanka (Volodya 
Poritskiy) and Koza (Maryanka 
Mykhaylyak) enter the scene and are 
led by the carollers from house to 
house. 

Other cast members included 
Mykola Vorotylenko as Kozak 
Sverbyhus; Olha Kosmyna and 
Olexandra Sribnyak Kumasi 
Hanusya and Nastusya; Tamara 


Shopping the beautiful way in Dubai 


By Eva Marie Clark 

Shopping malls are evidently magical places — a 
world of swirling ribbons where mannequins come to 
mischievous life; where the clatter and rattle of coat 
hangers are a symphony just waiting to be discovered; 
where Chanel-suited women and lanky men break into 
spontaneous tap — reminiscent of old Broadway mu- 
sicals. Beyond the mundane, it could be argued that 
Shopping, Shopping, Shopping is wish fulfillment. 

This is probably why an event as unlikely sounding 
as the Dubai Shopping Festival has lasted 15 years. 
People from around the world flock to the United Arab 
Emirates each year to spend. This event, and a clutch 
of choreographies, represents the first step in the ful- 
fillment of a dream for the founders of BeLLavia, 
Edmonton’s newest professional dance company. 
Formed with the intention of focusing on the interna- 
tional touring market, BeLLavia, through this engage- 
ment, has attained enviable momentum... and it’s been 
around for less than five months! 

This international engagement places BeLLavia 
alongside performers from Europe and the Middle East: 
and the company is proud that it is only the second 
Canadian ensemble ever to appear in the festival’s his- 
tory: the first was the renowned Cirque de Soleil. En- 
semble members left for Dubai on Jan. 28 and will re- 
turn on March 1. 


BeLLavia is directed by choreographers Leanne 
Koziak (Executive Director, Vinok Worldance) and 
Lukas Cabalka (Artistic Associate, Vinok Worldance). 
Translated as the “way of beauty” BeLLavia takes the 
directors’ unique perspective of the beauty of the world’s 
diversity and cultural treasures and melds it with a wide 
variety of dance styles which incorporate traditional and 
stylized forms of world dance, tap dance, percussion 
styles, jazz, modern, urban techniques and а range of 
diverse dance created from a variety of inspirations. This 
unique range of programming, ideas and repertoire en- 
sures each BeLLavia production is an amazing combi- 
nation of variety, dexterity, rhythm and high energy. 

The company is operating under the auspices of the 
Vinok Folkdance Society — the parent society of Vinok 
Worldance. BeLLavia and Vinok intend to pursue sepa- 
rate projects with the opportunity for creative exchange 
and collaboration. The roots of each company spring 
from a common passion and respect for the amazing 
diversity of world dance and music. 

For the next five weeks, the eight BeLLavia dancers 
will sandwich beach time and, no doubt, shopping be- 
tween three performances a day. Judging from the re- 
action of the supporters who thronged the newly refur- 
bished Vinok studio at the Chateau Louis Hotel on Jan. 
26 for a sneak peek, the reception, in Dubai, of this 
bright new troupe will be rapturous. 


BeLLavia in rehearsal. 


Vorotylenko, Luba Tsisar and Slava 
Poritskiy as the Krasuni; Maryanka 
Sech as Gypsy; Nazar Poritskiy as 
the sharpshooter and Alan 
Makovski, Sasha Vorotylenko, 
Chrystyna Pikh, Maksym Pikh 
James Eeles Anna Klymkiv and 
Bohdan Klymkiv as the girls and 
boys. 


The dancers, under the direction 
of Taras Vanivskyi were: Zachar 
Petriv, Markiyan Kolonskyi, Chrys- 
tyna Nych and Maryana Mykhay- 
lyak and Volodia Grytsiv. 

The president of UNF is George 
Yopyk, of the UWO Tamara Voro- 
tylenko and on UNYF, Volodmymy 
Grytsiv. 


UKRAINE - LVIV - FOR RENT 8, SALE 
(City Center) 


New - Executive - Furnished Condos 
http://en.fotoalbum.eu/BlackSeaHomes 


INVEST-EDMONTON-CANADA & UKRAINE 


Real Estate Investor 


Zenon Koziak 


» Specializing in Buying Multi Family & Single Family Properties 
Partnership Opportunities * You Provide the Cash, І DO ALL THE WORK! 
¢ Without the Risk of Stocks & Mutual Funds 
* Earn 7% - Secured by Real Estate 


Email: blackseahomescorp@live.com ¢ 


Tel: 780-988-1975 


6005 Gateway Blvd., Edmonton, AB T6H 2H3 


Французьке ім'я - 
Українська душа 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 


Fully Accessible rooms 
Fitness Centre 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 


4:30 - 8:30 pm 


No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot B 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, A 


1.800.661.9843 


chateaulouis.com 
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Наприкінці 2009 року в Києві 
відбулася наукова конференція 
«Україна і світ: прагнення змін». 
Організатором цієї наукової акції 


виступило Українське Фулбрай- 


тівське товариство, що існує під 
егідою Програми академічних 
обмінів імені Фулбрайта в Україні. 
Це була традиційна, вже дванад- 
цята щорічна Фулбрайтівська 
конференція; тематика доповідей 
відображала найрізноманітніші 
зацікавлення українських науков - 
ців. У рамках конференції було 
проведено й наукову сесію до 90- 
річчя від дня народження Юрія 
Луцького (1919-2001), відомого 
літературознавця та перекладача, 
одного з піонерів українознавчих 
студій на північноамериканському 
континенті, професора й довго-- 
літнього завідувача кафедри сла-- 
вістики Торонтського університе - 
ту. Відзначити ювілей визначного 
науковця в такий академічний 
спосіб запропонувала автор цих 
рядків. Сесія мала назву «Юрій 
Луцький: між Україною і Захо- 
дом». Загалом було виголошено 
сім доповідей, що стосувалися 
різних аспектів багатогранної 
особистості ювіляра, духовну 
присутність якого відчували усі 
доповідачі, учасники й гості 
конференції. 

Першим доповідачем був пись- 
менник і правозахисник, головний 
редактор газети «Наша віра» Єв- 
ген Сверстюк, який «познайоми-- 
вся» з Юрієм Луцьким наприкінці 
1980 року. Саме про це «заочне 
знайомство» учасники конферен-- 
ції змогли почути з перших уст: 
листування з Луцьким творило 
для Сверстюка «світлі сторінки в 
сірій книзі», яку він тоді «гортав», 
відбуваючи заслання в бурятсь- 
кому містечку Богдарин на кор- 
доні СРСР та Монголії. Листуван- 
ня тривало не тільки під час зас- 


лання Сверстюка (листи в обидва 
боки доходили, що дивувало обох 
кореспондентів), але продовжува - 
лося й після його повернення до 
Києва в 1983 році. Коли впала 
залізна завіса й дисиденти змогли 
їздити на Захід, відбулася й перша 
особиста зустріч Сверстюка та 
Луцького; сталося це 1989 року в 
Торонто. Згодом їхнє листування 
(за обопільною згодою) було 
опубліковано окремою книжкою 
в Українському незалежному ви-- 
давництві «Смолоскип» імені 
Василя Симоненка в Балтиморі 
(1992). Сверстюк задає собі (а 
заодно й учасникам сесії) питання, 
які ж були внутрішні спонуки для 
професора Луцького, щоб так 
наполегливо писати до далекого 
засланця листи, що не приносить 
жодних академічних дивідендів? I 
сам же відповідає, висловлюючи 
припущення, що через це листу- 
вання Юрій Луцький, можливо, 
навіть підсвідомо, прагнув почути 
голос свого батька -- Остапа 
Луцького, який, як відомо, загинув 
у 1941 році в радянському конц- 
таборі. Зважаючи саме на цей 
пуант, прояснюється й назва 
доповіді Сверстюка -- «Юрій 
Луцький: перезва в горах». 
Діалогові з Луцьким була npu— 
свячена також доповідь лауреата 
Національної премії імені Шев- 
ченка Михайлини Коцюбинської, 
яка виступала на сесії як літера- 
турознавець і мемуарист, пред- 
ставляючи Національну спілку 
письменників України та Інститут 
літератури імені Тараса Шевченка 
HAH України. Михайлина Хомів-- 
на говорила про свої, як вона BUC— 
ловилась, «осінні» зустрічі; доля 
подарувала їй змогу контактувати 
з двома видатними людьми, без 
яких українська гуманітарна 
наука виглядала б не так яскраво: 
це два Юрії — Шевельов і Луць- 


Євген Сверстюк 


кий. На відміну від Шевельова, з 
яким Коцюбинська познайоми-- 
лася в Києві під час І Конгресу 
Міжнародної асоціації україністів 
у серпні 1990) року, із Луцьким не 
було особистих зустрічей, були 
тільки «зустрічі інтелектуальні»: 
доповідач згадала про своє редагу-- 
вання перекладу монографії 
Луцького «Між Гоголем і Шев- 
ченком» для серії «Українська 
модерна література», про працю 
Луцького над його останньою 
епістолярно-архівною книжкою 
за матеріалами з архіву Аркадія 
Любченка (до цієї книжки, яка 
вийшла під назвою «Дорогий Ap— 
кадію», сама Михайлина Коцю- 
бинська, на прохання Луцького, 
написала передмову). Була ок- 
рема згадка про щоденникові 3a— 
писи та спогади Юрія Луцького, 
схарактеризовані як «дивовижні 
документи неповторності й хи- 
мерної суперечності людської 
натури та вічної молодості душі». 

«Дивовижні документи моло- 
дості душі» були розглянуті також 
і в доповіді автора цих рядків 


Візьміть участь у Десятому 


Міжнародному конкурсі з української 
мови імені Петра Яцика 2010 р 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Канаді) - 
Посольство України в Канаді запрошує учнів та 
викладачів канадських шкіл і університетів, в яких 
вивчається українська мова, взяти участь у Деся- 
тому Міжнародному конкурсі з української мови 
імені Петра Яцика. ї 

На території Канади конкурс проводиться По- 
сольством України в Канаді спільно з Міністерством 
освіти і науки України та Лігою українських 
меценатів. 

Для того, щоб отримати конкурсні завдання, 
учителям, керівникам шкіл або батькам необхідно 
звернутися до Посольства України в Канаді 
електронною поштою <press@ukremb.ca> або за 
телефоном (+1-613) 230-2961 дод. 105. 

Роботи учасників конкурсу просимо надсилати до 
1 березня 2010 року в електронній формі на 
електронну пошту Посольства України в Канаді 
<press@ukremb.ca>. Також просимо надсилати 
оригінали робіт на адресу: Embassy of Ukraine in 
Canada, Cultural Section, 310 Somerset Street West, 
Ottawa, ON K2P 019. 

В конкурсних роботах просимо вказувати такі дані: 

- повне ім'я та прізвище учасника українською 
мовою (для правильного оформлення дипломів 
переможців та лауреатів); 

- ім'я та прізвище учителя, який підготував 
учасника; 

- назва школи, в якій навчається учасник; 

* контактний телефон батьків або вчителя 
учасника; 

* електронна пошта батьків або вчителя учасника. 

Оригінали робіт будуть відправлені до Комітету 


Міжнародного конкурсу з української мови імені 
Петра Яцика (м.Київ), де вони будуть зашифровані 
та передані на розгляд журі, що складатиметься з 
провідних науковців та кращих вчителів України. 
За результатами перевірки робіт відповідно до 
кількості набраних балів будуть визначені пере- 
можці та лауреати конкурсу. 

Нагородження переможців Х Міжнародного 
конкурсу з української мови імені Петра Яцика 
відбудеться у серпні 2010 року. Переможці будуть 
відзначені дипломами I, П, ШІ ступенів. 

Разом з конкурсними роботами просимо вчителів 
надсилати відгуки про завдання, їх відповідність 
рівню знань учнів та складність для направлення цієї 
інформації до Міністерства освіти і науки України. 

Міжнародний конкурс з української мови був 
започаткований з ініціативи видатного українського 
мецената із Канади Петра Яцика. Він спрямований 
на піднесення соціального престижу і авторитету 
української мови. Конкурс націлений на стиму-- 
лювання прагнення молоді до знань української 
мови, піднесення її престижу та з метою виховання 
шанобливого ставлення до мови свого народу. 

Сьогодні Конкурс охоплює мільйони дітей і 
юнацтва в Україні та у понад 20 країнах світу. 

У 2009 році учасники з Канади вперше взяли 
участь у конкурсі та троє з них відразу здобули 
перемогу. Ними стали учениця 3-го року навчання з 
міста Монреаль Вітуся Хміль, яка посіла друге 
місце, учениця 5-го року навчання також з міста 
Монреаль Даня Коланіч, яка зайняла друге місце, 
та учениця 6-го року навчання з міста Вінніпег 
Оксана Савінська, яка зайняла третє місце. 


рій Луцький: між Україною і Заходом 


Нотатки про наукову сесію до 90- -річчя від дня народження вченого 


. «Просопографія Юрія Луцького 
крізь призму його епістолярію». 

На основі матеріалів з архіву 
Луцького в Торонтському універ-- 
ситеті, у доповіді було окреслено 
коло його кореспондентів, яке 
виявилося надзвичайно широким, 
адже професор Луцький охоче 
налагоджував листовні контакти 
(про що учасники сесії могли 
переконатися навіть і з попередніх 
виступів) і активно підтримував 
їх. Його листування, якщо OOMe— 
житись тільки українським куль - 
турним контекстом, включало два 
аспекти -- листування з корес- 
пондентами в Україні та листу- 
вання з кореспондентами поза 
Україною (в Північній Америці, 
Австралії, Західній i Центральній 
Європі). Було простежено, що з 
епістолярію вимальовується OO— 
раз Луцького як надзвичайно пра-- 
цьовитого науковця й викладача, 
як ініціатора різноманітних Hay— 
кових і перекладних проектів, як 
невтомного «популяризатора» 
української культури, як людини 
наполегливої та міцної, проте 
часто вразливої та чутливої. Було 
висловлено сподівання, що роль 
Юрія Луцького i його доробок в 
контексті української культури й 
науки буде належним чином 
досліджено й оцінено. 

Із доповіддю «Феномен Миколи 
Гоголя в інтерпретації Юрія Луць- 
кого» виступила професор Націо-- 
нального університету «Києво- 
Могилянська академія» Лариса 
Масенко. Звернення до Гоголя 
було прикметним із двох причин: 
по-перше, 2009 рік було прого- 
лошено в Україні «роком Гоголя» 
(це, сказати б, загальний суспіль- 
но-культурний контекст); по-дру- 
ге (й вагоміше в даній ситуації), 
«тема Гоголя» належала до про- 
відних у творчому доробку Луць- 
кого. Аналізуючи його MOHOrpa— 
фію «Між Гоголем 1 Шевченком» 
(1971), професор Масенко зупи-- 
нилась на характеристиці Гого-- 
левої позиції щодо вибору мови 
писання: саме Луцький ще на по- 
чатку 1970-х років запропонував 
розглядати творчість Гоголя в 
контексті інтелектуальної історії 
України першої половини ХІХ 
століття, коли перед освіченою 
частиною українства постала ди-- 
лема -- чи змиритися з провін- 
ційним статусом України в Росій- 
ській імперії, а відтак 1 зрозчинен-- 
ням української культури в ро- 
сійській, чи започаткувати націо-- 
нальний рух за самостійний роз- 
виток України. Ключовими пос-- 
татями цієї доби, на слушну думку 
Луцького, були Гоголь і Шевченко: 
Гоголя учений трактує як «кон- 
сервативного малороса», а Шев- 
ченка як «новітнього українця». 

Цю ж монографію професора 
Луцького було покладено в основу 
ще однієї доповіді: «Історія укра- 
їнської літератури "поміж Гого- 
лем і Шевченком"», яку виголоси-- 
ла науковий працівник Інституту 
літератури імені Тараса Шевченка 
НАН України Леся Демська-Буд- 
зуляк. Основна теза цієї доповіді 
полягала в тому, що історико- 
культурологічну студію Луцько-- 
го, зокрема застосований тут 
«історіографічний метод», варто 
використати у «постколоніаль-- 
ному дискурсі», в якому під су- 
часну пору мимоволі опинилось 
українське літературознавство, 
щоб визначити стратегію напи- 
сання «Історії української літера-- 
тури», над якою від початку HOBO— 
го тисячоліття працюють науков-- 


ці Інституту літератури. 

Приємною несподіванкою для 
багатьох учасників наукової сесії 
була доповідь доцента Харківсь- 
кого національного автомобільно- 
дорожнього університету Всево- 
лода Любченка - - «Другий батько 
«Щоденника» Аркадія Любчен- 
ка». Сам Юрій Луцький в листах 
до різних кореспондентів неодно-- 
разово зазначав, що свою наукову 
кар'єру він хотів би завершити 
«контроверсійною публікацією» 
цього щоденника, про який було 
відомо ще з середини 1950-х 
років, але до цілісної публікації 
справа дійшла щойно наприкінці 
тисячоліття. Про непростий шлях 
до видання щоденника, про працю 
Луцького, який і був його «другим 
батьком», адже набрав текст на 
комп'ютері, освоївши таким чи- 
ном новітні технології, й розповів 
син «першого автора щоденника» 
Аркадія Любченка -- Всеволод, 
який, як 1 всі попередні доповідачі, 
так само листувався з Юрієм 
Луцьким. 

Ще одна доповідь була присвя-- 
чена науковій та літературній 
творчості Юрія Луцького. Доцент 
Львівського національного уні- 
верситету імені Івана Франка, 
письменник і перекладач Тарас 
Лучук подав назву своєї доповіді 
у формі питання: «Білінгвізм чи 
квазібілінгвізм Юрія Луцького?» 
Найперше було зазначено, що 
творчість Луцького перебуває в 
силовому полі української еміг- 
рації, щоправда, сам Луцький себе 
емігрантом ніколи не вважав. 
Зважаючи на поліфонію емігра- 
ційного інтелектуального життя, 
зокрема в літературній та нау- 
ковій сфері, а також на самоїден- 
тифікацію Луцького, визначити 
його статус як двомовного пись- 
менника доволі складно: як пере- 
кладач і науковець, він надавав 
перевагу мові англійській (пере-- 
клади творів українських авторів, 
основні наукові монографії), хоча 
спробував себе як український 


- перекладач, а також окремі статті 


писав по-українськи; як мему- 
арист, він функціональний у літе-- 
ратурі українській (дві книги спо-- 
гадів, щоденник з останніх років 
життя), аяк есеїст-- у літературі 
англомовній (популярні біографії 
Гоголя й Шевченка). Таким чином, 
на думку Лучука, до літературно- 
наукової діяльності Луцького най-- 
краще прикласти таке визначення, 
як «ситуативний білінгвізм». 

Наприкінці ювілейної сесії 
Президент Українського PyOpan— 
тівського товариства Мирослава 
Антонович від імені учасників 
конференції вручила пам'ятний 
подарунок Коцюбинській, яка Ha— 
передодні відсвяткувала свій день 
народження. А всі шанувальники 
професора Луцького незабаром 
матимуть змогу прочитати виго-- 
лошені доповіді, адже 2009 року 
започатковано добру традицію 
видавати матеріали щорічних 
Фулбрайтівських конференцій 
окремою книжкою. Цей видав- 
ничий проект Українське Фул- 
брайтівське товариство здійснює 
спільно з київським видавництвом 
«Дух і літера». Першим виданням 
була монографія «Ідентичність і 
пам'ять у з пострадянській 
Україні», де є розділ, присвячений 
100-річчю від дня народження 
Юрія Шевельова, а у планованій 
монографії «Україна і світ: 
прагнення змін» буде розділ, при-- 
свячений 90-річчю від дня народ- 
ження Юрія Луцького. 
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Observers prevent fraud, 


instil pride and lead by example 


By Stephen Bandera 

Tracking the fairness of the vote 
was only part of the mission that 
election observers found themselves 
fulfilling during the presidential 
elections in Ukraine. Observers 
from the Canada Ukraine Founda- 
tion (CUF) found that their very 
presence in Ukraine helped stir na- 
tional pride and showed locals the 
powerful role that volunteerism 
plays on the path to mature democ- 
racy. 

The elections themselves were 
reported to have been “adequate” 
attempt to meet international stan- 
dards by the teams deployed in 
Kharkiv, Kirovohrad, Kherson, 
Mykolayiv, Lviv and Kyiv oblasts. 

CUF’s preliminary assessment 
was not as glowing as those of other 
international observer missions and 
the Canadian observers were not 
afraid to say so; one team uncovered 
a well-organized systemic attempt 
to sabotage the elections in 28 vil- 
lages in Kyiv oblast. 

So when the volunteer observers 
met with Canada’s Ambassador 
Daniel Caron a few days after the 
elections, they made sure Ше Goy- 
ernment of Canada was made aware 
of the shortcomings they saw. But 
they also shared some of positive 
outcomes encountered in the coun- 
tryside. 

Natalia Toroshenko, who led the 
eight-person “Team Kirovohrad” 
presented the ambassador with salt 
and bread — a traditional Ukrainian 
greeting — that was gifted to ob- 
server David Soares by a polling sta- 
tion commission where he observed 
the final vote count into the wee 
hours of the morning. 

After the vote count was done, the 
polling station commissioners asked 
David to stay and share some food 
and drink to celebrate a job well 
done. When he said that he could 
not, the commissioners gave David 
a basketball-sized loaf of bread to 
make sure he doesn’t go hungry. 

“IT think that symbolizes exactly 
the kind of people we spent our time 
with - stoic, good-hearted, honest 
hardworking Ukrainians who were 
trying to make it work,” Toroshenko 
said. 

Toroshenko, a Town Councillor in 
Vegreville, had to fight to hold back 
tears when she recalled her conver- 
sation with Svitlana — a local as- 
signed to work with her by the 
Opora election watchdog organiza- 
tion. 

“She told me how meaningful it 
was to meet these eight people from 


after the vote count was over in the wee hours of Jan. 18. 


Canada who spoke Ukrainian — 
sometimes better than they did — 
coming on a volunteer basis to 
Ukraine to do what we did. Svitlana 
said I changed her entire outlook of 
the world. She said that before, she 
loved her country very much but 
was nota patriot. When she realized 
that these Canadians volunteered 
their time to come to Ukraine and 
help with the democratic process it 
“dinged’ in her head that we were 
more patriotic than she was,” 
Toroshenko recalled. 

Toroshenko said the Svitlana, a 
principal of a local high school, told 
her students that the Canadians are 
living examples of what’s written in 
their social studies textbooks about 
democracy. 

One violation of election law par- 
ticularly stood out for Therese 
Szlamp-Fryga, past president of the 
Canadian Polish Congress Alberta 
Branch, who performed her obser- 


vation duties in Lviv. She noted that 
her observation team encountered an 
unauthorized person inside a poll- 
ing station prior to its opening. Be- 
sides polling station commissioners 
and observers, nobody should be 
inside the polling station lest they 
interfere with opening preparations. 

“Fifteen minutes before opening 
a priest came in and led everyone in 
prayer. He then blessed everyone 
and everything with holy water — 
the commission members, the ob- 
servers, the ballot boxes and the 
wall... Then everyone sang the 
Ukrainian national anthem.” 

“The poor father wanted to vote 
right away, but it was still five min- 
utes to eight... Acommission mem- 
ber thanked but told him he would 
have to wait. At the stroke of eight, 
the priest came forward with his 
passport, registered and voted. It 
was very moving,” said Szlamp- 
Fryga. 


Canadians volunteers to monitor second round 


PHOTO — VICTOR GLASKO 
Team Kirovohrad leader Natalia Toroshenko presents the loaf of bread 
Ukrainian election commissioners gave CUF observers as a sign of thanks 


(UCC National)—As Ukraine prepares to go to the 
polls on Feb. 7 to elect a new President, hundreds of 
Canadians are travelling once again, working as elec- 
tion observers. The election observer mission, organized 
by the Canada Ukraine Foundation (CUF) in partner- 
ship with the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), 
supports transparency and democracy by assessing the 
election process. These volunteers are there to view 
the process and by their presence, encourage a fair and 
democratic election They will also report on both the 
positive and negative activities they may encounter. 

The first round of elections was held on Jan, 17, а 
process which was reported to have been ‘adequate’ in 
its attempt to meet international election standards. 
Nonetheless, Canadian observers were diligent in their 
work and uncovered several irregularities including a 


well-organized attempt to sabotage the elections in 28 
villages in the Kyiv region (Mission Report can be 
found at <www.ucc.ca> or <wwveufoundation.ca>. 

This second round of elections, which leaves 2 can- 
didates in the race — current Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and former Prime Minister Victor 
Yanukovych — will require the same diligence and 
strong neutral election observer presence to ensure that 
irregularities do not plague the outcome. Many of the 
volunteers have international election observer experi- 
ence which will be needed in what will certainly be a 
very emotional and highly contested election. 

Included among this group of Canadians observers 
are MP James Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake) MP Peter 
Goldring (Edmonton East) and MP Gerard Kennedy 
(Parkdale-High Park). 


і У) 


РНОТО ТІЇ HUK 
Foundation assists Ukrainian News 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko has given Ukrai- 
nian News a $2,000 grant from its 2009 budget to assist the newspaper in 
its editorial efforts to promote Ukrainian culture in Canada. The founda- 
tion supports other Ukrainian community newspaper in Canada with simi- 
lar grants, as well as supporting all kinds of publications that raise aware- 
ness of Ukrainian culture. Pictured above: Shevchenko Foundation Presi- 
dent Andriy Hladyshevsky, ОС, (right) presents the cheque to Ukrainian 
News Editor Marco Levytsky. 


PHOTO — SERHIY KOSTYUK 


UCC-APC discusses elections and Consulate 


(Serhiy Kostyuk)—Jan. 20 Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Pro- 
vincial Council President Daria Luciw and Provincial Coordinator Serhiy 
Kostyuk met with citizens of Ukraine who agreed to volunteer for a poten- 
tial territorial elections commission in Edmonton during 2010 Ukraine's 
presidential elections, and discussed Canada-Ukraine relations. More than 
20 newcomers to Alberta from Ukraine had called the UCC-APC in Janu- 
ary and expressed their willingness to work towards the opening of a Ukrat- 
nian Consulate in Edmonton, which would both serve the Ukrainian com- 
munity and allow Ukrainian citizens in western Canada to vote in elec- 
tions. Pictured above, seated left to right: Daria Luciw, Liudmyla Kremen’, 
Nataliya Kostyuk. Standing left to right: Serhiy Kostyuk and Joe Gluckie. 


Ukrainian naval chiefs confirm 
readiness to participate in Atalanta 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The Command of Ukraine’s Naval Forces has 
said it is ready to take part in the European Union’s Atalanta Operation on 
fighting piracy. 

Interfax-Ukraine reported this quoting a spokesman for Ukraine’s Na- 
val Forces. 

In a statement on President Viktor Yuschenko’s enacting a National 


Security and Defense Council decision on Ukraine’s participation in the | 


European Union’s anti-piracy campaign, naval spokesman Volodymyr 
Bova. quoting the commander of the navy, Admiral ог Teniukh Teniukh 
said that Ukraine is ready to contribute a ship, a unit of special forces or 
marine corps, and if needed a helicopter or a naval aircraft. 


ФОТО -- ДАРІЯ ДАРЕВИЧ 
Доктор В. Мезенцев (справа) відповідає на питання слухачів (зліва 
- імпрезовий референт НТШ д-р М. Стех). 


Слава 1 трагедія 
Батурина у знахідках 
Володимира Мезенцева 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак 

Якщо припустити, що кожен народ має свою Трою, то українською 
Троєю є, безперечно, Батурин. Одне з найбільших та найбагатших 
міст України у XVII - поч. XVIII століть, квітуча столиця чотирьох 
гетьманів за часів Козаччини, а особливо Івана Мазепи, Батурин було 
знищено, спалено, сплюндровано російськими військами Петра 
Першого у листопаді 1708 року, а його населення, включаючи старих, 
немічних людей, жінок і дітей, порубано та помордовано. Причина? 
Помста Петра Мазепі, за те, що український гетьман, шукаючи під- 
тримки у відстоюванні автономних прав України, з'єднався з 
шведським королем Карлом XII, що пішов війною на російського царя. 
Не менший злочин було вчинено і супроти історичної пам'яті українців: 
спочатку царська, а потім і більшовистська влада затаврувала Мазепу 
як "зрадника/, а все, пов'язане з ним та його діяльністю, включаючи 
Батуринську трагедію, викреслила на довгі століття з української 
історії. Однак, як ми вже не раз переконувалися, історичну правду 
знищити неможливо, вона постає з найчорніших попелищ. Відрод- 
ження Батурина українці завдячують величезною мірою доктору 
Володимиру Мезенцеву - визначному археологу, історику, знавцеві 
архітектури середньовічної та модерної України та Візантії. Доктор 
Мезенцев починав свою наукову діяльність в Інституті Історії 
Національної академії наук України, потім продовжив пост-докторські 
студії при Гарвардському університеті. У 2000-08 рр. він читав з 
слов'янської цивілізації у Торонтонському університеті, який 
користувався величезною популярністю серед студентів, а також курси 
з візантійської та української церковної архітектури в Інституті 
ім.Митрополита А. Шептицького в Оттаві та літній школі Українського 
Католицького Університету в Україні. Однак, пасією його життя став 
Батурин, розкопками якого він займається з 2001 року. Саме д-р 
Мезенцев став організатором українсько-канадської археологічної 
експедиції, яка щоліта проводить розкопки у Батурині, він є вико- 
навчим директором Батуринського проєкту від канадської сторони. 
Завизначні заслуги у відродженні Батурина Президент України Віктор 
Ющенко нагородив д-ра Мезенцева орденом Ш-го ступеня. 

11 грудня, на останній доповіді НТШ в Торонто календарного 2009 
року, д-р Мезенцев ознайомив численних зацікавлених слухачів з 
найновішими знахідками та вислідами розкопок Батурина. Один з 
важливих аспектів роботи археологів - віднайдення центральних будов 
Батурина "золотої доби"? та їх відбудова, з метою збереження для 
нащадків найточнішого образу колишньої гетьманської столиці. До 
сьогодні вдалося відкопати фундаменти багатьох споруд, частина з 
яких вже є відбудована. Це фортеця, що була збудована ще перед 
Б.Хмельницьким, церква Святого Воскресіння, офіційна резиденція 
гетьманів разом з гетьманською скарбничкою, приватна резиденція 
І.Мазепи, розташована поблизу у селі Гончарівка — чудовий взірець 
барокового палацу з багатим українським декором. Серед особливо 
вартісних знахідок - розкішна кахляна піч з гербом Івана Мазепи. 
Археологам також вдалося розчистити фундамент найвеличнішої 
споруди Батурина — Троїцького собору, фундованого І.Мазепою. 
Масштаби церкви справді вражають: 39 х 24 м, 7 бань, а центральна 
баня - така ж велика, як і у Київській Софії. На жаль, у зв'язку з 
нинішньою непевною політичною ситуацією роботи по відбудові 
собору припинилися, а реставрація подібного масштабу справді 
вимагає величезних коштів. 

Інша частина археологічних розкопок пов'язана з віднайденням 
жертв Батуринської масакри. Як незаперечно довів д-р Мезенцев, у 
кривавій різанині загинуло безліч невинних жертв, серед них багато 
дітей, матерів, бабусь, вбивство яких не виправдаєш жодними 
правилами навіть тодішніх воєн. Власне, оприлюднення цих знахідок 
змусило, врешті, російських істориків визнати, що знищення Батурина 
було не воєнною компанією, а справжньою каральною операцією, 
якою Петро хотів застрашити всіх майбутніх імовірних "відступників",. 

Продовження археологічних розкопок Батурина триває. Як зазначив 
д-р Мезенцев, давня земля колишньої столиці ховає ще багато скарбів, 


м. пошуків яких вистачить на долю не одного покоління майбутніх 


археологів. Відродження Батурина - це не лише відновлення історичної 
пам'яті, це також плекання національної гордості українців, які по 
праву можуть i повинні пишатися своїм славним, хоч і трагічним, 
минулим. 
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@OTO— ОЛЕГ ІВАНУСІВ 
Члени НТШ на ювілейному бенкеті. В першому ряді сидять (зліва направо): д-р Василь Янішевський, д- 
р Марко Горбач, д-р Петро Саварин, д-р Люба Жук, голова НТІШ д-р Дарія Даревич, д-р Юлія Boma 
д-р Марта Дичок, Таня Жулинська. 


60 - ліття НТІШ в Канаді: 
підсумки та перспективи 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, референт преси НТШ 

Восени минулого року НТШ ім.Шевченка в Канаді 
відзначало 60) років своєї діяльності. З цієї нагоди 
24 жовтня у приміщенні KY МФ в Торонто відбулася 
ювілейна конференція, що зібрала велику громаду 
членів НТШ з різних осередків в Канаді, а також 
багато гостей, котрі долучилися до цієї урочистої 
імпрези. Вже у назві конференції - Минуле, сучас- 
не, майбутнє" - чітко окреслилась її головна концеп- 
ція: висвітлити славні сторінки історії НТШ, оцінити 
теперішній стан товариства, і накреслити перспек- 
тиви його майбутнього розвитку. Перша сесія, що 
тривала зранку, була присвячена огляду сучасної 
діяльності НТШ. Головний доповідач, голова НТШ 
в Канаді д-р Дарія Даревич, підкреслила, що найваж- 
ливішою метою товариства є плекання української 
науки та її гідна презентація як на всеканадському 
так 1 міжнародному форумі. Ця мета здійснюється 
через індивідуальну діяльність членів НТШ, регуляр- 
не (щомісячне) проведення наукових доповідей, на 
які запрошуються визначні науковці з усього світу, 
організацію конференцій, в тому числі 1 міжнарод- 
них, часто у співпраці з іншими науковими установа- 
ми, та підтримку видань, важливих для розвитку 


українознавства у різних його ділянках. Важливими | 


досягненнями товариства є, зокрема, активне залу- 
чення науковців з України, що порівняно недавно 
прибули до Канади, та постійний зріст його членства 
- понад 220 осіб, Зі станом справ осередку НТШ в 
Едмонтоні ознайомив присутніх його голова, д-р 
Петро Саварин. Нагадавши про жваву діяльність 
НТШ у 1955-85 рр. - протягом тих років відбулося 
100 наукових сесій та було прочитано 180 доповідей! 
- д-р Саварин з жалем ствердив, що тепер діяльність 
товариства дещо сповільнилася, Все ж, найбільш 
успішна ділянка роботи в Едмонтоні - це видавнича 
справа, зокрема, нещодавно вийшов у світ п'ятий 
том "Західно-Канадського збірника". Професор 
Люба Жук, відома концертуюча піаністка та педагог, 
розповіла про справи осередку НТШ в Монтреалі, 
який вона очолює від 2008 року. Хоча, на її думку, 
діяльність осередку за останній рік вдалося пожва- 
вити, все ж і досі нерозв'язаним питанням є дослід- 
ження історії розвитку НТШ в Монтреалі, яка пере- 
буває в забутті. Оттаву представляла д-р. Юлія Вой- 
чишин, що висловила подяку д-р Даревич за ініці- 


ативу відновлення осередку НТШ у столиці Канади. 
"Тепер кількість членів осередку помітно зросла, i від- 
булося кілька важливих імпрез та цікавих доповідей. 

Друга сесія конференції, що відбулася по обіді, 
була присвячена славному минулому НТШ. З істо- 
рією товариства ознайомив д-р Юрій Даревич. При- 
сутнім було цікаво довідатися, що членами першого, 
матірнього Наукового Товариства ім.Шевченка у 
Львові були видатні фізики сучасності Ейштейн та 
Планк (очевидно, заходами нашого українського 
визначного фізика Івана Пулюя). Ілюструючи свою 
доповідь промовистими фотоматеріалами, проф. 
Даревич прослідкував найвайважливіші етапи 
розвитку НТШ в Канаді від моменту його заснування 
17 жовтня 1949р. в Торонто. Змістовну та вичерпну 
інформацію ро різні секції НТШ, що об'єднують 
науковців за фаховими інтересами, зачитав д-р гор 
Стебельський. Завершила другу сесію відеопрезен- 
тація Грини Микитюк "Плеяда визначних членів 
НТШ в Канаді", що висвітлила здобутки українсь- 
ких вчених у найрізноманітніших наукових ділянках. 
На останній сесії накреслювалися перспективи НІШ. 
на майбутнє. У обговоренні за круглим столом, який 
організувала д-р Марта Дичок, а переводив Роман 
Сенькусь, взяли участь д-р Микола Біланюк, д-р 
Марта Дичок, д-р Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, д-р Юрій 
Мончак, студентка університету Мотря Спольська. В 
процесі дискусії, до якої активно залучилося багато 
присутніх в залі, викристалізувалося багато ідей, які 
сприяли б успішному подальшому розвитку това- 
риства. Середних - необхідність регулярних наукових 
конференцій, що залучили б більше молоді до 
товариства, пожвавлення Уеб-сторінки, яка б краще 
розповсюджувала інформацію про діяльність 
товариства, видання історії НТШ, та багато ін. 

Увечері, у бенкетному залі "Княжий двір), відбув- 
ся святковий бенкет, що став чудовим завершенням 
урочистого ювілейного святкування. Господарем 
вечора була д-р Дичок, святочне слово на тему 
«Українська громада i наука" виголосив д-р Франк 
Сисин, з привітаннями виступили президент Кон- 
гресу Українців Канади Павло Грод i заступник ro— 
лови НТІШ в Америці д-р Григорій Грабович. Бенке-- 
това імпреза супроводжувалась відеопрезентацією 
про історію НТШ в Канаді та найвизначніші наукові 
здобутки товариства. 


Посол Осташ зустрівся із спостерігачами 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Канаді) - 
«Очевидно, що другий тур виборів Президента 
України становитиме нелегку задачу. Водночас 
немає сумніву, що ці вибори відбуватимуться в 
набагато більш демократичній атмосфері, ніж це 
було 2004 році», заявив Посол України в Канаді 
Ігор Осташ 1 лютого під час свого виступу перед 
учасниками спеціального тренінгу групи канадських 
спостерігачів за другим туром виборів Президента 
України, що відбудеться 7 лютого. 

До складу Місії канадських спостерігачів входи- 
тиме 66 канадських спостерігачів, які брали участь 
у першому турі виборів у складі місії ОБСЄ 17 січня 
2010 року, чотири - від Посольства Канади в Україні, 
а також 200 незалежних канадських спостерігачів, 
направлення яких до України організоване канад- 
ською неурядовою організацією CANADEM. Фінан- 
сова підтримка направлення зазначених 200 спосте- 
рігачів надана Канадським агентством міжнародного 


розвитку (СІРА). Таким чином, на другий тур 
президентських виборів урядом Канади забезпечене 
фінансування та направлення в Україну 270 
спостерігачів. 

Місію канадських спостерігачів очолить член 
Сенату Парламенту Канади українського поход- 
ження Райнел Андрейчак. 

На спеціальному тренінгу для учасників Місії 
канадських спостерігачів відбулося обговорення 
ситуації в Україні, розподіл спостерігачів по регі- 
онам України, надані інструктивні та довідкові 
матеріали тощо. 

Перед учасниками зібрання від уряду Канади на 
цьому заході також виступили Міністр міжнарод- 
ного співробітництва Беверлі Ода, Міністр іммігра- 
ції громадянства та багатокультурності Джейсон 
Кенні, члени Сенату та Палати громад. 

Увечері 1 лютого місія канадських спостерігачів 
відбула спеціальним авіарейсом до України. 
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Sysyn, Marples weigh 
in on candidates 


Andre de Nesnera 

(VOA)—Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych faces current Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko in a presidential runoff Feb.7. 
Yanukovych, who lost the last presidential elections in 
2004, is now seen as the front-runner. 

He is the leader of the powerful “Party of Regions” 
in the Ukrainian parliament. 

University of Toronto Ukrainian expert Frank Sysyn 
says the party is composed of various business inter- 
ests in the south and east of Ukraine. “It comes pre- 
dominantly out of the Donbas and particularly the 
Donetsk Oblast (province). It is a party that represents 
forces who wish to keep control by certain oligarchs 
within that region and to a very considerable degree it 
was financed by one of the richest, or the richest, man 
in Ukraine, Rinat Akhmetoy. In many ways the Donetsk 
Oblast can seem to be his bailiwick. It also has influ- 
ence throughout the south and east of the country, al- 
though there are other regional and economic elites that 
oppose it. It has relatively little support in central 
Ukraine and almost none in western Ukraine. And it 
also is a party that is closely allied with what may be 
seen as Russian-language interests and with the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate in 
Ukraine,” he said. 

Yanukovych was born in 1950 in the industrial city 
of Dnipropetrovsk, in eastern Ukraine. His chief rival 
for the presidency, Tymoshenko was also born in that 
city, but 10 years later. 

David Marples, an expert on Ukraine from the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, says Yanukovych had a troubled 
youth. “He was arrested in 1968 and convicted to a 
juvenile colony for manslaughter. And then in 1970 he 
was arrested again and sent to jail, apparently for beat- 
ing up someone. His official biography has been actu- 
ally revamped, removed most of this early period out 
of there,” he said. 

Tronically, says Marples, Tymoshenko also spent time 


in prison — but for so-called “white collar” crimes. 


“So both the presidential candidates of Ukraine have 
been in jail, which I think must be quite unique in the 
history of presidential elections in any country. They 
are very different kinds of felonies: one arrested for 
corrupt business practices and the other for attacking 


_ somebody. So one is a kind of working class felon and 


the other is a kind of middle-class business felon, you 


could say,” he said. (UkrNews Ed. Note: Unlike 
Yanukovych’s case, Tymoshenko’s 2001 arrest and in- 
carceration under the Kuchma administration was 
widely interpreted as being politically motivated.) 

Marples says Yanukovych has a masters degree in 
international law and a doctorate in economics — as 
does Tymoshenko. He is also a member of Ukraine’s 
National Academy of Sciences. 

But Sysyn says there are questions about 
Yanukovych’s educational background. “Much is made 
of the fact that in an application about his background, 
he called himself a ‘professor’ and could not spell the 
word “professor,” he said. 

Yanukovych’s political career began in the mid 1990s 
as a member of the Donetsk regional administration, 
where he ultimately took over as chairman and was 
elected a deputy in the Donetsk regional council. In 
2002, President Leonid Kuchma appointed him prime 
minister and he held that position through the first two 
rounds of the 2004 presidential election, in which he 
was a candidate. 

Hundreds of thousands of supporters of the “Orange 
Revolution” and its leader, Viktor Yushchenko took to 
the streets protesting the results of the second round, 
won by Yanukovych, but declared fraudulent by the 
Ukrainian Supreme Court and international monitors. 
In a third election, Yushchenko defeated Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych is more pro-Russian than Tymoshenko. 
But analysts say he will not steer a pro-Moscow course 
exclusively, because the business interests he represents 
do not want to be cut off from the European Union. 
Experts say he 15 far more moderate than he was five 
years ago. 

But Marples and others say it is hard to picture 
Yanukovych in western political circles. “This is a fig- 
ure who really seems to herald from the old Soviet era 
— even looks the part of a typical Soviet apparatchik 
[bureaucrat],” he said. 

Many experts say the key now for Ukraine is politi- 
cal stability — and only a stable Ukraine can achieve 
the needed economic reform. Ina recent editorial en- 
titled “Ukraine’s Dilemma’, London’s “Financial 
Times” said " Tymoshenko is the polar opposite of a 
stabilizing force. Yanukovych, for all his manifest 
faults, may prove the lesser evil.” The paper concludes 
by saying: “Pity Ukraine that it has come (о this.” 


Churches urge faithful 


not to vote 


(RISU/UkrNews)—The All-Ukrainian Council of 
Churches and Religious Organizations (AUCCRO) 
published an address to the Ukrainian nation Feb. 1 
calling the citizens to be governed in their choice “not 
by a one-time personal gain, but by the awareness of 
the society’s good, moral criteria, and one’s own 
worldview position.” 

The authors of the address also warn the citizens not 
to allow anyone to buy them, not to sell their votes and 
to vote not against all but for one of the proposed can- 
didates. 

The address was signed by the heads of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate, Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church-Moscow Patriarchate, Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical 
Christians Baptists, All-Ukrainian Union of Associations 
of Christians of Evangelical Faith, the Pentecostals, other 
Christian churches, and Muslim religious organizations. 

Earlier several individual church leaders issued simi- 
lar appeals. 

Patriarch Filaret, the head of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) called 
upon Ukrainians not to vote for the option “against all 
candidates”, but to vote for a person who, in the opin- 
ion of a given voter, “will defend Ukrainian indepen- 
dence, strengthen its sovereignty, promote the spiritual 
revival of our society,” in a special address published 
by the UOC-KP press service on Jan. 27. 

Patriarch Filaret called “everyone who appreciates 
the freedom and independence of Ukraine to come to 
the precincts on February 7 and participate in the vot- 
ing, and out of the two candidates elect the one who is 
the most worthy to head our state as the president for 
the coming years.” 


‘against all” 


June 28 Patriarch Lubomyr, the head of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church stated: “Not to vote or vote 
against all is not a choice, it is to a certain extent an 
escape; therefore, we do not approve of it.” 

He also stressed according to the information agency 
Inter-Media Consulting (IMK), that the church cannot 
prohibit the citizens’ right to vote against all but that 
one should not miss a chance to make a choice: “If we 
have an opportunity to choose, we should use it.” 

In answer to the question if the address of UGCC to 
the laity implies the support of one of the candidates, 
particularly, Yulia Tymoshenko, Patriarch Lubomyr re- 
sponded that the church holds a neutral position. 

“We refuse in any way to interfere in politics. I have 
no mandate from the Lord to point to a concrete candi- 
date,” stressed the head of the UGCC. 

On Feb. 1 Metropolitan Mefodiy, the head of the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC), 
stated: 

“Calls are heard not to participate in the election or 
vote against both candidates. However, we understand 
that in the present political conditions these calls are 
not justified.” 

The hierarch sees the difference between the two can- 
didates. “One of the candidates for the highest post in 
the state defends the necessity of deeper integration with 
Russia. The other candidate believes that the prospects 
of the development of Ukraine by consolidating inde- 
pendence and with the European choice — integration 
in the European Union,” noted the head of the UAOC. 

According to the hierarch, “eighteen years ago we 
have made our choice; it was a choice in favor of inde- 
pendence and freedom. Today, we have to show loy- 
alty to that historic decision and to show that we still 
want to live in an independent state.” 


PHOTO — OKSANA ZAKYDALSKY 
Oksana Dmyterko working at her project. 


New CIUS 
program begins 
its first project 


(CIUS)—In cooperation with the Ivan Franko National University of 


Lviv (IFNU) and the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU), the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta has launched 
the first project of the newly established Petro Jacyk Program for the Study 
of Modern Ukrainian History and Society. Between October and Decem- 
ber 2009, Oksana Dmyterko of the IFNU began to digitize the oral history 
archive at the Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Centre 
(UCRDC) in Toronto, preparing the ground for future research. She came 
to Canada as a recipient of a grant from the John Kolasky Memorial En- 
dowment Fund, which supports Ukrainian scholars and professionals en- 
gaged in scholarly work, research, and eipretessioual sre in this 
country. (1 дв моні 

This project came into беїан іп response to a growing interest in oral 
history among scholars in the social sciences and humanities. Oral history 
helps preserve aspects of historical memory that are not reflected in domi- 
nant ideological tendencies and details the experience of a variety of so- 
cial groups. Both Lviv institutions have been working in this field since 
the 1990s, focusing on personal recollections of important social and his- 
torical events of the twentieth century, such as the Holodomor of 1932- 
33, Ukraine during World War II, the suppression of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, and the dissident movement in Soviet Ukraine. This ma- 
terial has given rise to new publications that reveal previously unresearched 
attitudes to historical events, making possible a critical evaluation of the 
treatment of those events in Soviet historiography. The Lviv researchers 
gathered invaluable eyewitness accounts of events that could not be dis- 
cussed openly during the Soviet period: the Holodomor of 1932-33, exile 
to Siberia, arrests of nationally conscious and politically active Ukraini- 
ans, prisons and the GULAG, deportation to forced labor in Germany 
during World War II, and flight to the West in order to escape Soviet rule. 

In Toronto, similar work has been going on at the UCRDC since 1980s, 
thanks to the efforts of Iroida Wynnyckyj and volunteers from Canada and 
Ukraine. The oral history archive at the UCRDC consists of audio and video 
materials and related documents. The audio collection of tapes and CDs 
totals approximately 430 ite The documents are grouped according to gen- 
eral categories and particular subjects. For instance, there are recollections 
of those who worked in Germany during World War II, fought in the Galician 
Division, endured imprisonment in concentration camps, or survived the 
Holodomor of 1932-33. 

Much of the recording equipment used in the 1980s and 1990s is now 
obsolete, making it necessary to transfer existing oral history accounts to 


вне NA PHOWHSE DIV) РИМИ 


new media and make them available to a broad variety of researchers: his-_ 


torians, sociologists, lawyers, philologists, and religious studies special- 
ists. The Jacyk Program has therefore begun to create digitized copies of 
oral history records and undertaken to produce a catalogue of the digitized 
audio files over a three-year period. Dmyterko is working on the first stage 
of the project. She is also preparing a book and a CD under the working 
title Women during World War II for publication toward the end of 2010. 
The Petro Jacyk Program, established at CIUS in 2008, will also con- 
centrate on the training of a new generation of professional scholars. Once 
the digitizing of the documented oral history accounts is completed, the 
material collected at the UCRDC, the Institute for Historical Research at 
the IFNU, and the Institute of Church History at the UCU will be acces- 
sible for research. Digitized material can easily be accessed via the Internet 
and conforms to present-day world standards of document processing. 
Damage and loss of originals will also be minimized. This large body of 


material offers a wealth of sources for undergraduate and graduate theses, __ 


as well as other scholarly and popular works. 

More information about the oral history archive at the UCRDC can be 
accessed on the Internet at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v 
=S5h1W_488_U 


Carl Kope passes away 


Carl Abram Kope passed away on 
Jan. 18, at the age of 58. 

He leaves to mourn his loving 
family: wife, Janice; children, 
Pamela (Ed), Carla (Gord) and Kelly 
(Christine); six grandchildren, 
Mackenzie, Michael, Mason, 
Maddox, Matt and Mackinnon; 
brothers and sisters, Lynda (Tom), 
Richard (Beth), Ethel (Mitch), 
Bernie, Dean (Lynda) and Connie 
(Mike); brother-in-law, Randy; nu- 
merous nieces, nephews, relatives, 
neighbors, and friends. 

Carl was predeceased by his par- 
ents, Abe and Mary; sister, Edna; 
brother, Brent and nephew, Travis. 

The Funeral Service was held at 
the Glenwood Funeral Home, 
Sherwood Park, on Jan. 26 with in- 
terment at the Glenwood Memorial 
Gardens. 

Carl’s brother, Pastor Richard 
Kope officiated. 

Carl was born in Edmonton on 
Dec. 7, 1951, the middle child of 
nine and family was very important 
to him He attended Ryley School 
and graduated in 1969. He was go- 


ing to join the army after he gradu- . 


ated, but his parents were very much 
against it, so an electrician became 
his dream job. He was very proud 
when his son Kelly became an elec- 
trician. 

In June of 1969 Carl definitely 
knew he wasn’t cut out to milk cows 
on the family farm so he went to 
Canada Manpower to seek a career. 
In July he started working for CNR 
as an apprentice carman. He took 
part of his apprenticeship in 
Edmonton and finished in Winnipeg. 

Carl and Janice met in Edmonton 
in 1971. They were married in 1972 
and had three children; Pamela, 
Carla and Kelly that Carl was very 
proud of. He taught them to be hard 
workers and a good friend to others 
which was truly a trait of his. 

After several years working for 
CN in Edmonton’s Calder Yards, 
he was promoted and became part 
of management and later was trans- 
ferred to Montreal. While in 
Montreal he got to not only know, 
but worked with the new President 
of CNR. His knowledge of opera- 
tions and using basic common sense 
formed a bonding respect between 
him and his peers. His competency 
and dedication earned him the re- 
spect he deserved. 

Carl was a family man. Family 
was his life, especially after he re- 


tired. 

“Carl had friends of all ages and 
Janice’s relatives and friends were 
soon taken in by his charm and kind- 
ness. His hugs and handshakes were 
so powerful, you didn’t forget Carl 
once you met him. He was comfort- 
able having a conversation from 
politics to growing the biggest car- 
rots in the fall,” said Andre Nimchuk 
in delivering the eulogy. 

“Carl was a very gifted person. He 
had the ability to figure things out 
by asking questions and taking 
things apart to see how they worked. 
There were few challenges too 
great... He was proficient as a 
welder, carpenter, plumber, me- 


chanic, electrician, watchmaker, | - 


salesman, horticulturist and pet cem- 
etery curator,” he added. 

Carl’s recreational interests over 
the years included stock car racing 
with his 67 Dodge, playing fastball, 
skidooing, an occasional golf game, 
boating and especially fishing. Carl 
loved to fish and his dream was the 
day he could retire early. In 2002 
there was a small opening and a 
quick decision to take an early re- 
tirement at the age of 50. He didn’t 
want to be like others and after the 
age of 65, retire and get sick and not 
enjoy his pension. Carl and Janice 
moved to MacKay north of Nojack 
and made many new friends. They 
soon had to look for doctors as 
Carl’s health began to show unex- 
pected signs of serious health issues. 

“Carl is now in the arms of an 
angel. If you see a person fishing or 
welding, cutting grass or leaning on 
a fence talking to a friend, think of 
your good friend Carl,” concluded 
Nimchuk. 


If you like this paper, but 


have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


Subscribe to Ukrainian News 


PRICES: 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $40.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $75.00 (CND) (GST included) 
In the U.S.: 1 Year (24 Issues) $45.00 (US) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $85.00 (US)s 
Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
or money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
PO Box 38006, RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, AB, T6A 3Y6 


tame 


| 
Address 


Prov. 


eS = 


Subscribe by phone. Call 


780) 488-3693 


( 


Ukrainian Меміз/Українські вісті, February 4 - 17, 2010, 4 - 17 лютого, 2010 


SES 


тр? 


ум 


Peter Goldring at Куїу 5 Maidan Nezalezhnosty (Independence Square) during the 2004 Orange Revolution. 


Remembering a revolution 


By Peter Goldring, MP, Edmonton East 

In early November 2004 I was asked by the University 
of Alberta to be an observer in their Ukraine Election 
Transparency and Monitoring Project for the November 
presidential run-off election between former Prime Min- 
ister Victor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Victor 
Yanukovych. Yushchenko favoured closer ties between 
Ukraine and the west, while Yanukovych favoured main- 
taining strong ties with Russia. All these factors — old 
rivalries, plus distinct differences in visions for the fu- 
ture of Ukraine — were harbingers of discord which nega- 
tively impacted on the electoral process. 

As an election observer, I volunteered to serve at dif- 
ficult locations, such as a prison or military base and I 
was taken 1 1/2 hours by car east of Odesa, to a remand 
centre with 750 inmates, many of whom had been charged 
but not yet convicted with violent crimes, including mur- 
der. It was here that I personally observed outright elec- 
toral fraud. During the official voting period one man 
entered a storage room and brought into the voting area 
an opened, unsealed ballot box. The moment he saw me 
he quickly put the box in a corner, under a coat. Then 
another person jammed a bulky envelope filled with what 
looked like paper ballots under the coat. I took a picture 
of the envelope and ballot box, together under the coat, 
as well as the sheepish person. 

After leaving the prison, I travelled by car back to 
Odesa and then by air to Kyiv, to further observe at a 
high school just outside the city. Here, with two Cana- 
dian TV media groups in attendance, the process of 
voting was virtually flawless, in distinct contrast to 
observations of myself and many others in more re- 
mote locations. 

Despite what many, including myself, considered to 
be widespread fraud in the Nov. 21 election, Victor 
Yanukovych was declared by the Ukrainian Election 
Commission to have won the election. The reaction of 
the Ukrainian people in and around Kyiv was both spon- 
taneous and astounding. Within hours, thousands and then 
hundreds of thousands massed in Kyiv’s Independence 
Square. Yushchenko’s supporters were determined to re- 
main in the square for as long as it would take to return to 
them their stolen vote. Hundreds of tents were erected 
and a large and extremely well-organized tent city 
evolved, complete with portable toilets and regular gar- 
bage pickup. The area around Kyiv immediately re- 
sembled an armed camp, with military troops sitting in 
vehicles in a high state of readiness. The troops made a 
show of force in Kyiv, through surrounding the Central 
Electoral Commission offices with riot tanks. 

The day after the election, while observers began to 
leave the country, the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv sent 
out a letter advising that all Canadians should leave 
the country, due to the tenseness of the situation. I be- 
lieved that I was going to be a witness to an important 
historical event and decided to remain in Ukraine, twice 
delaying my departure and stayed a total of ten addi- 
tional days, obtaining incredible first-hand impressions 
of the protest and regularly reported my observations 
to the Canadian media. The outside world had to know 
that Ukrainians were standing up for their democratic 
rights in peaceful protest even as the weather had turned 
to blustery snow storms. 

My activities apparently were unwelcome in certain 
quarters, as evidenced late one afternoon, when I re- 
turned to my hotel room from Independence Square with 
soaked socks and shoes and freezing feet and sat down 
at the room’s telephone desk in bare feet. After half an 
hour I still felt something wet. I was surprised to look 
down and discover that my feet were covered with blood. 
I thought that I might have injured myself unwittingly 
while out observing the protest, and that the bleeding 


had been numbed by the cold. I was wrong; the blood 
readily washed off. I then went back to where my feet 
had been and found a pool of blood on the carpet. Obvi- 
ously, someone had been in my room and apparently 
was trying to send me a message. One’s normal reac- 
tion might be to call room service, but it seemed о те 
that this was the action expected. I most likely then would 
be removed from Ukraine for my own personal protec- 
tion. I said nothing, cleaned up the blood and continued 
my work with international media. Three days later, I 
received an anonymously sent bowl of fruit and a bottle 
of champagne. Despite well known concerns given 
Yushchenko’s reported poisoning, I ate the fruit and 
drank 1/3 of the bottle of champagne, and left the re- 
mains for whomever to clearly see that if intimidation 
was the goal that it doesn’t always work. 

Mid-week, I worked my way through the crowds to 
the Parliament Building, surrounded by 100,000 dem- 
onstrators and pushed my way through to the gate where 
I was met by Member of Parliament, Ihor Ostash, 
Deputy Chairman of the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs 
Committee and now Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada. 
Inside, I watched the parliamentary proceedings and 
discussed issues with various members of the Ukrai- 
nian parliament. Upon leaving, I asked for the best exit 
route and was escorted by a casually dressed man. Im- 
mediately out of sight of all others, he swung around 
and produced 8 x 10 fax photos of what he explained 
were Russian soldiers in Ukrainian uniforms. “Please 
tell Canada!” he exclaimed. Secret service agents, un- 
dercover police, intrigue and whatever seemingly — 
abounded day and night in Ukraine, in far too many 
instances to be imagined. 

The next day, I was asked quite unexpectedly to ad- 
dress the crowd in Independence Square, although I 
had certainly not come to Ukraine to support any one 
party or candidate. In addressing the crowd my main 
message, through the interpreter, was that “Canadians 
now know that your vote was stolen from you and 
Canada is with you”, in support of fair and democratic 
elections. The crowd roared its approval. I was told 
afterwards that I had been speaking before a crowd of 
an estimated 400,000 to 500,000 people, with many 
thousand more demonstrators at various locations 
throughout Kyiv. 

Despite constant rumours of an impending military 
action to clear the demonstrators from Independence 
Square the protests remained admirably peaceful. It 
seemed that, as each day passed, Ukrainians were devel- 
oping an appreciation that their peaceful struggle for full 
and fair democracy was gaining incredible, favourable 
world attention, an example to all of how democratic 
development can be accomplished peacefully. 

On Nov. 30, my final day in Kyiv a pivotal act took 
place in the Ukrainian parliament, with the passage of 
anon-confidence vote that ushered in a display of good- 
will shared by both candidates, who publicly met, 
agreed to hold а repeat election. At 9:00 in the evening, 
I was in my hotel room, debating whether to pack and 
leave or stay longer, when explosions were heard from 
the general direction of Independence Square. When І 
looked out my window, I saw smoke was rising in the 
sky. My heart sank as I immediately thought that the 
soldiers had finally moved in with tear gas to clear the 
demonstrators. Then more explosions! This time I could 
see that there were fireworks bursting above the smoke, 
explosions of joy, relief, and hope for the future. The 
day’s change of events were noisily being celebrated 
with exploding fireworks now lighting the skies over 
Independence Square, visible from my hotel room win- 
dow. There was no more any thought of staying longer. 
I could now go home. 


Ukrainian Меме/Українські вісті, February 4 - 17, 2010, 4 - 17 лютого, 2010 


Next president may need Kremlin 
financial help to avoid bankruptcy 


By Christopher Granville, Kyiv Post, Jan. 21, 2010 

Ukraine’s presidential election on Jan. 17 — which 
is headed to a second round run-off on Feb. 7 between 
leading candidates Victor Yanukovych and Yulia 
Tymoshenko ——unfolds against the background of 
financial ruin. 

It has long been obvious that the defeat of the in- 
cumbent, Victor Yushchenko, who has painted himself 
into the anti-Russian nationalist comer, would produce 
a political rapprochement between Ukraine and Rus- 
sia. Yanukovych is committed to non-alignment (mean- 
ing no application for NATO membership) while 
Tymoshenko promises to submit to popular referen- 
dum any decision to join a military alliance (in prac- 
tice ruling out NATO membership, which, as revealed 
by a long series of opinion polls, is opposed by a solid 
majority of Ukrainians). What seems much less widely 
appreciated is the prospect of this geopolitical shift be- 
ing magnified by Ukraine’s imminent national bank- 
ruptcy —casting Russia in the role of “Abu Dhabi” to 
Ukzaine’s “Dubai” in the sense of easing the financial 
distress of a closely related neighbor. 

In October 2009, the International Monetary Fund 
suspended the latest planned disbursement of $3.8 bil- 
lion from its $17 billion rescue loan to Ukraine, citing 
the need to wait for the presidential election campaign 
to run its course before the Ukrainian authorities would 
be in a position to pursue responsible economic poli- 
cies. In the meantime, the IMF has quietly helped keep 
Ukraine’s funding crisis at bay by a series of expedi- 
ents, culminating in approval for a drawdown of $2 
billion of the Ukrainian central bank’s foreign-exchange 
reserves to meet this month’s $900 million payment 
for imported Russian gas. 

From now on, however, the cupboard is bare. Total 
austerity will be the only way to preserve Ukraine’s 
reserves and prevent another run on the currency — 
which would be ruinous, given the mountain of public 
and private debt denominated in foreign currency 
(which, at the start of the crisis, exceeded the stock of 
domestic currency credit to residents, with all external 
and domestic obligations amounting in aggregate to 
more than 100 percent of gross domestic product.) 

The newly elected president, and whatever govern- 
ment emerges from the presidential election, will have 
to abandon their election promises by slashing public 
spending (the budget deficit reached around 12 per- 
cent of GDP in 2009, largely financed by printing 
money) and passing on higher energy costs to domes- 
tic consumers. Failure to cut spending will lead to wide- 
spread defaults. Already, the state-owned energy and 
railway companies (Naftohaz and UkrZaliznytsya) have 
been unable to meet their contractual obligations on 
foreign loans and entered into restructuring negotia- 
tions with their creditors. 

This would be a daunting task even for a leader 
elected on a tide of national unity and with a popular 
mandate to face up to the crisis. But no such political 
capital can be generated by Ukraine’s presidential elec- 
tion. The reason for this goes deeper than the country’s 
well-known East-West divisions. A no less fundamen- 
tal problem is the lack of functional institutions. As 
things stand, control over the executive is divided be- 
tween the president and the legislature. This is the real 
cause of Ukraine’s chronic political chaos — not the 
personal rivalries of the leading politicians and the busi- 
ness groups that finance them. 

The only solution is radical constitutional reform to 


cement the supremacy of the parliament as the sole in- 
stitution in which the country’s deep internal divisions 
can be accommodated and managed. Amending the 
Constitution requires two-thirds parliamentary majori- 
ties, which could only result from a coalition of the 
main political forces based in the center and east of the 
country (and now led, respectively, by Tymoshenko and 
Yanukovych). But after slugging out the battle for the 
presidency, those two leaders will transfer their struggle 
to the parliament—quite likely precipitating an early 
parliamentary election. This is not exactly the ideal en- 
vironment for getting the IMF program back on track 
and staving off financial collapse. 

Yet this analysis still does not capture the full extent 
of Ukraine’s plight. Let’s assume, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that the country miraculously escapes its politi- 
cal trap with the emergence in the next few weeks of a 
strong leader in control of both the presidency and the 
parliament, and hence able to take decisive policy ac- 
tion. Even then, with IMF loan disbursements renewed 
and with some recovery in battered investor confidence, 
Ukraine would face massive external financing gaps. 
A recovery in the price of Ukraine’s exports (mainly 
ferrous metals and bulk chemicals) would be offset by 
the closely correlated moves in the prices of its (en- 
ergy) imports —and any temporary decoupling of those 
prices is unlikely to be in Ukraine’s favor, given the 
surge in Chinese steel production. 

Above all, Ukraine has $37 billion in external debt 
falling due in 2010. Even assuming, in this miracle sce- 
nario, that half of that could be refinanced (despite the 
bitter taste left by recent defaults), the financing gap 
would remain above $10 billion in 2010—rising to $15- 
$24 billion in 2012-13 as the IMF disbursements first 
cease and then themselves start falling due for repay- 
ment. 

The only plausible way to plug these gaps is to tap 
the huge savings of the Russian government. Will 
Ukraine ask for such assistance from Russia and, if it 
did, how would Russia respond? 

Fears for Ukraine’s sovereignty mean that a Russian 
bailout will always be regarded by Ukraine’s main- 
stream political class as a last resort. But a national 
insolvency would be seen as an even greater threat to 
sovereignty than being bailed out by Russia and, most 
important of all, would jeopardize the power and wealth 
of Ukraine’s entire political and business establishment. 

Mindful of its humiliation in Ukraine’s 2004 Orange 
Revolution, the Russian leadership will respond cau- 
tiously. Nevertheless, Russia will now be sucked into 
the Ukrainian crisis — motivated by potential geopo- 
litical gains and asset-acquisition opportunities on the 
one hand, and, on the other hand, a natural interest in 
doing what it can to prevent a financial and economic 
debacle in Ukraine, for the sake of regional stability 
and given the importance of bilateral trade and still 
strong economic links between the two countries. 

Is this prospect a good thing or a bad thing? There 
will be strong views on either side, with much crowing 
and hand-wringing. One way or another, Russia bail- 
ing out Ukraine should be seen as a natural develop- 
ment — as natural as, for example, the response of the 
U.S. to the Mexican peso crisis in 1994. 

Christopher Granville is managing director of Trusted 
Sources, an emerging-markets research company. 


President warns of chemical disaster 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Urgent measures are needed 
to prevent an environmental disaster at a huge chemi- 
cal company in western Ukraine that if out of control 
may affect 10 million people, President Viktor 
Yushchenko said Feb. 2. 

The company, Kaliyniy Zavod, is a major producer 
of potassium, and has a lake of chemical and toxic 
wastes that may find their way into the Dnister River, 
contaminating a huge area. 

The facility was built back in the Soviet Union, but 
urgent work is needed to strengthen the reservoir hold- 
ing the wastes, and the government had failed to ad- 
dress the issue. 

“Today an effective response is urgently needed in 
order to prevent a chemical threat to the environment 
and to the lives of millions of Ukrainians,’ Yushchenko 
said after visiting the company. “More than 10 million 
people live in the area that may be affected.” 

Kaliyniy Zavod, based in Kalush, the Ivano- 
Frankivsk region, was once part of a petrochemical 
giant Oriana, which had been exporting products to 
Hungary and other European countries. 

Now, most of Oriana’s assets are owned and con- 
trolled by Russian oil major Lukoil, while Kaliyniy 


Zavod has been left in the Ukrainian ownership. 

Yushchenko said he will call a meeting of the Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council, the country’s top 
security body, to discuss the measures that must be taken 
to prevent the catastrophe. 

The government’s environment committee has re- 
viewed the issue on several occasions, but no action 
has been taken by the Cabinet of Ministers, apparently 
due to lack of money. 

Yushchenko will suggest tapping the government’s 
strategic reserves to finance urgent measures strength- 
ening the reservoir. 

Meanwhile, the greatest concern is over the lake hold- 
ing 12,000 metric tons of hexachlorbenzene, or 
petrochlorbenzene, which is a third of Ukraine’s all 
toxic wastes. 

Hexachlorobenzene, or HCB, is an animal carcinogen 
and is considered to be a probable human carcinogen. 
After its introduction as a fungicide in 1945, for crop 
seeds, this toxic chemical was found in all food types. It 
was banned from use in the United States in 1966. 

HCB is very toxic to aquatic organisms and may 
cause long term adverse effects in the aquatic environ- 
ment. 
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Yanukovych, 
Tymoshenko hold 
opposite views on 

Russian gas 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation) —Both Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and 
her opponent in the Feb. 7 presidential election runoff, the former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, have sought Moscow’s support for their cam- 
paigns. Both are expected to be rather pro-Russian compared to the out- 
going pro-Western President Viktor Yushchenko, who is perceived in 
Moscow as a Russophobe. However, Tymoshenko and Yanukovych hold 
opposite views on the gas trade with Russia. Yanukovych wants to revise 
the January 2009 gas contracts with Russia and to set up an international 
consortium to manage Ukraine’s pipelines. Tymoshenko defends the con- 
tracts and rejects the consortium. = 

Yanukovych who, as opinion polls predict, is more likely to be elected 
as the next president than Tymoshenko, called the gas contracts “enslav- 
ing,” addressing his potential voters in Dnipropetrovsk which is part of - 
Ukraine’s industrial heartland. He said the price for Ukraine should be 
“just”. Speaking in western Chernivtsi, Yanukovych said he would be ready 
to negotiate a revision of the contracts with Moscow immediately after 
his election as president. Kommersant-Ukraine daily reported on Jan. 13 
that Gazprom took Yanukovych’s threat seriously, so it was preparing to 
go to court to defend the contracts. 

Parts of southeastern Europe were left to freeze in early January 2009 
because of the gas price dispute between Ukraine and Russia. There were 
fears of a repetition of this, as the debt-ridden Naftohaz Ukrainy, the state- 
owned oil and gas behemoth, has no cash to pay Gazprom. However, 
Ukraine’s central bank came to the rescue, lending to Naftohaz from its 
reserves. Fears about Naftohaz’s ability to pay for gas will only grow as _ 
its financial condition is unlikely to improve anytime soon. Meanwhile, 
the Russian gas price for Ukraine will increase by the end of 2010. The 
average annual price for Ukraine is expected to grow to $280 per 1,000 
cubic meters in 2010 from $228 per 1,000 last year. 

The metal and chemical industries in Yanukovych’s strongholds of east 
and south Ukraine will suffer most from the price increase, hence 
Yanukovych’s determination to revise the contracts. Tymoshenko’s elec- 
torate in the predominantly rural central and western Ukraine is less de- 
pendent on Russian gas. Similarly, Tymoshenko does not want to spoil 
her good relations with Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, so she 
defends the contracts according to which Ukraine pays a higher price for _ 
gas than most of its neighbors. However, while the contracts brokered by 
Tymoshenko and Putin were based on market principles, Yanukovych es- 
sentially suggests returning to the era of former President Leonid Kuchma 
(1994-2004), when Russia sold cheap gas to Ukraine in exchange for po- 
litical and other concessions. 

One concession Yanukovych is ready to make is establishing a consor- 
tium with Russia to run Ukraine’s gas transit network. Yanukovych an- 
nounced that if he won the election he would initiate setting up an interna- 
tional consortium to manage Ukraine’s gas pipelines. He said this should 
help increase their throughput capacity. In exchange for the consortium, 
Ukraine should receive a “just” price for its gas from Russia, Yanukovych 
said. Gazprom reportedly hailed Yanukovych’s initiative, saying that the 
“Belarusian option” may be applied to Ukraine. Belarus sold 50 percent 
of its gas transit network to Gazprom in 2006 in exchange for cheap gas. 
However, discounts for Belarus are only temporary. 

Tymoshenko lambasted Yanukovych for his statements on the consor-_ 
tium. Addressing local officials in Kyiv Region, which is her stronghold, 
she said that the consortium creation would be tantamount to “stealing the 
gas pipeline from Ukraine and full liquidation of the transit network.” 
Tymoshenko said that she would not allow such a consortium, adding that 
the gas transit network would remain state-owned. She estimated the value 
of the network at “hundreds of billions of dollars,’ which was probably an 
exaggeration. Tymoshenko said that when she replaced Yanukovych as 
prime minister in 2007, she thwarted his plans to lease Ukraine's gas tran- 
sit network to Russia. 

Yanukovych also suggested that Ukraine should participate in the Rus- 
sian Nord Stream and South Stream gas pipeline projects, which are aimed 
at decreasing Russia’s dependence on the Ukrainian transit route. 
Yanukovych suggested this could compensate Ukraine for losses from a 
decrease in gas transit due to the imminent launch of the two pipelines. In 
this case, Yanukovych apparently lobbies for the interests of his crony, the 
steel tycoon Rinat Akhmetov whose Khartsyzk Pipe Plant could supply 
large-diameter pipes for the Russian projects. 

It is interesting that the former central bank governor, Serhy Tihipko, to 
whom Tymoshenko promised the post of prime minister if she were elected 
president, is on Yanukovych’s side as far as the gas trade is concerned. 
Tihipko, like Yanukovych, believes that the gas contracts should be re- 
vised and that Russia should obtain a share in Ukraine’s gas pipelines. 
Speaking after the first round of the presidential election in which he camg, 
third with 13 percent after Yanukovych and Tymoshenko, Tihipko sug- 
gested that 25 percent of the shares in a consortium to manage the pipe- 
lines should belong to Gazprom, 25 percent to investors from the Euro- 
pean Union, and the rest to Ukraine. 
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Ukraine dream team 


(UEFA)—FC Metalist Kharkiv’s Myron Markevich has been appointed 
Ukraine coach through to UEFA Euro 2012 on home soil and will be 
assisted by 2009 UEFA European Under-19 Championship-winning trainer 
Yuriy Kalitvintsev. 

The Football Federation of Ukraine (FFU) has outlined its aim for the 
national team to “fight for the title of European champions” and president 
Grigoriy Surkis is confident the right men are now at the helm. “I am very 
happy we managed to find such a solution and united under the banner of 
the national team such strong coaches as Markevich and Kalitvintsev,” he 
said. “I am most thankful to them both for agreeing to work together.” 

Ukraine’s defeat by Greece in the 2010 FIFA World Cup qualifying 
play-offs triggered Oleksiy Mykhaylychenko’s departure as coach and 
allowed attentions to turn to preparations for Euro 2012, which Ukraine 
will host jointly with Poland. “We realise how far our side has to go to 
reach our goal, but we are ready,” said Markevich, who will remain in 
charge of Metalist. 

The 59-year-old previously coached, among others, FC Karpaty Lviv, 
FC Kryvbas Kryvyi Rih and FC Metalurh Zaporizhya before assuming 
the reins at Metalist in 2005. He subsequently guided them to three suc- 
cessive third-placed Premier League finishes and a UEFA Cup round of 
16 spot last season. Kalitvintsev, a former Ukraine captain, will act as his 
assistant. 


Wladimir Klitschko to 
face Chambers 


Wladimir Klitschko will defend his heavyweight titles against Phila- 
delphia-based challenger Eddie Chambers on March 20, reports The As- 
sociated Press. 

Klitschko’s management said Jan. 25 that the fight would take place at 
the Esprit Aréhain Duesseldorf, Germany. Klitschko holds the IBF, WBO 
and IBO titles. 

The 33-year-old Ukrainian said he was looking forward to the fight in 
the “gigantic stadium,” which has a capacity of 51,000. 

Klitschko says the 27-year-old Chambers is the best U.S. heavyweight 
“and is not No. 1 in the world rankings for nothing.” 

A native of Pittsburgh, Chambers has a 35-1 record with 18 knockouts. 
He weighed only 208 pounds for his last fight, a majority decision over 
Ukrainian Alexander Dimitrenko on July 4. 

Klitschko, 6-foot-6 and 245 pounds, is 53-3 with 47 knockouts. 
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(UEFA)—The long journey to the 
UEFA Euro 2012 finals in Poland 
and Ukraine will start Feb. 7, when 
the qualifying draw takes place in 
the Polish capital Warsaw. 

Four of the most celebrated names 
of central and eastern European 
football will participate in the draw 
to determine the makeup of the nine 
groups for the qualifying competi- 
tion, which will’ begin in September 
and conclude in November 2011. 
Polish football greats Zbigniew 
Boniek and Andrzej Szarmach and 
two of Ukrainian football’s favourite 
sons, Oleg Blokhin and Andriy 
Shevchenko, will take the stage at 
Warsaw’s Palace of Culture and Sci- 
ences to assist with the draw pro- 
ceedings. 

This year marks 50 years since the 
Soviet Union won the first UEFA 
European Championship title after 
a competition featuring 16 countries 
and this anniversary will be the main 
theme of the draw ceremony. Popu- 
lar Polish singers AudioFeels will 
also revive memories of more recent 
tournaments with a musical perfor- 
mance. 

Leading us through the proceed- 
ings will be Piotr Sobezy_ski, a 
sports presenter and commentator 
with Polish public broadcaster TVP, 
and Masha Yefrosinina, the Ukrai- 
nian actress and television presenter 
who hosted the 2005 Eurovision 
Song Contest. It will fall on UEFA 


By Jim Wirth 

(UEFA) — Azerbaijan won 4-2 on 
penalties following a 3-3 draw at the 
Papp Laszlo Arena in Budapest Jan. 
25 to knock Ukraine out of the Eu- 
ropean Futsal (indoor soccer) Cham- 
pionship in the quarter finals. 

Scores level after 40 minutes, the 
game went straight into a penalty 
shoot-out, with veteran goalkeeper 
Andrey Tveryankin saving efforts 
from Maxym Pavlenko and Serhiy 
Cheporniuk. Rizvan Farzaliyev con- 
verted the fourth and decisive pen- 
alty kick for Alesio’s side as the fi- 
nals debutants made it to the last 
four. 

Ukraine were a goal up in just 
eight seconds, with Mykhaylo 
Romanov intercepting on the edge 
of the box and firing low past Tver- 
yankin, but Serjao’s presence helped 
Azerbaijan buy an equaliser, the 
chunky pivot turning through a 
crowd of players and passing for 
Farzaliyev to hit the ball first time 
past Vladyslav Lysenko. 

Gennadiy Lysenchuk’s side of- 
fered Azerbaijan nothing like the 
possession they had enjoyed in their 
earlier games, and led again after 
eleven minutes, Denys Ovsyan- 
nikov teeing up Cheporniuk to head 
into an unguarded net, with 
Tveryan-kin grounded. Alesio’s 
men responded, however, Thiago 
scoring straight from Alves’s low 
comer. 

At half-time it was 2-2, though the 
shots total — 32-16 in Azerbaijan’s 
favour — told its own story; the 
Azeris eager to strike from all 
angles, while Ukraine toiled to carve 
out chances. Warnings unheeded, 
Biro Jade put Azerbaijan ahead five 
minutes after the break, driving 
home low after Thiago’s free-kick 
found him in space. 
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Markevich to head up |Famous faces spice up Euro draw | 


Sports 


Andriy Shevchenko is one of four UEFA Euro 2012 tournament ambassa- 
dors. 


general secretary Gianni Infantino, 
meanwhile, to guide the four tour- 
nament ambassadors through the 
draw procedure. There are 51 teams 
contesting the 14 places available 
for the 2012 finals alongside co- 
hosts Poland and Ukraine and they 
have been split into six seeding pots 
ahead of the draw. There will be nine 
qualifying groups — six compris- 
ing six sides and three involving 
five. 

Each group will contain one na- 
tion from the first five seeding pots, 
with groups A to F being the six sec- 


Ukraine knocked out on penalties 


-- 


Serhiy Cheporniuk gave Ukraine the lead for the second time at 2-1. 


tions also including a team from Pot 
6. The seeding pots are formed on 
the basis of the UEFA national team 
coefficient ranking system, finalised 
after the completion of FIFA World 
Cup qualifying, with European 
champions Spain automatically top- 
seeded. The nine winners and the 
runner-up with the best record 
against the countries first, third, 
fourth and fifth in their group will 
qualify directly for the final tourna- 
ment. The eight remaining runners- 
up will compete in play-off matches 
in November 2011. 


"- 


Chances came Ukraine’s way; 
Ovsyannikov should have scored 
when given the ball in the box, with 
the diving Tveryankin’s outstretched 
hand preserving the Azeris’ lead. 
However, not long after Serjao 
lobbed nonchalantly against the 
post, it was 3-3 as Oleksandr 
Kondratyuk blasted home a loose 
ball from a Tveryankin save. 


With Azerbaijan’s fine artists tir- 
ing, Ukraine’s diligent craftsmen 
were increasingly on top, and as 
Alesio’s men conceded their fifth 
foul with three minutes remaining, 
they were walking on eggshells. 
Thiago was duly penalised for a foul 
in the opposition area with 12 sec- 
onds to go, but Valeriy Legchanov 
hit the double penalty over the bar. 


Bondarenko sisters to lead 


Ukraine in Fed Cup 


Sisters Alona and Kateryna Bondarenko will lead Ukraine in its Fed 
Cup World Group debut against defending champion Italy in the first- 
round match this month, reports The Associated Press.. 

The Bondarenkos will be accompanied by the 86th-ranked Viktoriya 
Kutuzova and Mariya Koryttseva, who is ranked 115th, for the Feb. 6-7 
series on an indoor hard court at the Lokomotiv Sports Palace in Kharkiv. 

The 30th-ranked Alona Bondarenko was upset 7-6 (5), 6-4 by Zheng 
Jie of China in the fourth round of the Australian Open. Her younger 
sister was ousted in the first round. 

Ukraine routed Argentina 5-0 in the playoffs last season to secure a 
spot in the World Group. 

Italy, which beat the United States for its second Fed Cup title last year 
is 2-0 against Ukraine. 


